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Madonna and Child with two Angels 

by Sandro Botticelli about 1460-1465. 

Tempera and oil on panel, Washington, 
National Gallery of Art. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

From the Rector 
By Rev. Dave Sugeno 

Seasons Greetings! 

No, I am not using that phrase in the secular sense in which it is often used 

these days - I am not talking about the shopping season, nor referring to 

Thanksgiving, Hanukah, or even Christmas. I am speaking of the church 

season of Advent, which will have just begun about the time you read this 

article. 

Advent, which means ñcoming,ò is a very important season, one which, 

unfortunately, tends to get ignored or lost in the noise and frantic hustle 

and bustle that attend this time of year. If we think of Advent at all, we 

generally think of it as the time leading up to Christmas, simply a prelude 

to the birth of the baby Jesus.  

This is true, to a degree, but it is only a very small part of the story. 

Advent is not so much a time of looking forward to the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem; for this is a historic event which has already occurred. What 

we are looking forward to is Jesusô second coming, his promised return to 

earth in power and glory. This expectant waiting, which should 

characterize our attitude as Christians, is one which we certainly find 

mirrored in the events leading up to the birth of Jesus so long ago; so 

during this time of Advent, we commemorate those events, while 

anticipating his second coming. The overall effect is one of expectation, 

of anticipation, and of readiness. 

Our Sunday worship during the season of Advent will change slightly to reflect the nature of the season. 

At the first service we will switch from Eucharistic Prayer 2 to 1, and at the second service, we will 

switch from Eucharistic Prayer C to A. We will change some of our service music at both services; 

instead of a Gloria, we will begin our worship with a Trisagion (Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 

immortal one, have mercy upon us), and we will change the Sanctus at both services, using more simple, 

meditative settings. At the presentation of the offering we will sing an advent verse rather than the usual 

doxology. We will say, rather than chant the psalms. And we will put away the sanctus bells during 

Advent. Overall, the effect of these changes should be a more meditative worship with more empty space; 

creating space in our lives so that Christ might more fully enter in should be one of our primary goals 

during the Advent season.  

If you have any questions about any of these changes, please ask either Richard or me. I pray that this 

meditative worship will be reflected in our daily lives, that this Advent season might help us prepare 

ourselves for that glorious day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns to usher in his Kingdom in its fullness. 

Trinity Trumpet 
 

December 2009 

Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 
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There will be a special birthday celebration for Louise after the 10:30 service on Sunday, December 6. 

A Special Birthday for Louise Oxley  
By Mitzi Reneau  

Louise Oxley loves people. She is a people person. She says that at 

one time she had an inferiority complex, but people changed her. Now 

she does all she can to have fellowship with people. And in her words, 

ñNothing can compare to the fellowship at Trinity Episcopal Church.ò  

Louise believes her greatest accomplishment is as a licensed lay 

reader and officiant in the Episcopal Church and she recently 

officiated a worship service at Claremont. The worship experience is 

the most important part of her life. She loves to sing, to read, and to 

officiate. All the music and scriptures speak to her and she has no 

favorites. She loves it all. 

 Louise was born Mary Louise Traver on December 22, 1919, in 

Rhinebeck, New York, located in the Hudson Valley. She grew up on 

a working farm and shared the farmhouse with her parents, two older sisters, one younger brother, and her 

paternal grandparents. They grew and canned vegetables and fruits and butchered animals. The farm 

sustained them and Louiseôs granddad peddled vegetables in town. Louise lived the farm life, walked a 

mile to school, and graduated high school along with 19 other students in 1937. She continued her 

education at New Paltz Teacherôs College and taught First Grade for one year.  

 Her first marriage ended her teaching career, but that marriage did not last. Louise tried marriage 

unsuccessfully two more times and her third husband is responsible for bringing her to El Paso, Texas. 

This is where she met her fourth husband and the love of her life, Elmo(Ox)Oxley, of Brownwood. They 

eventually came to Marble Falls in January of 1970.  

 Louise had numerous jobs and lived in several areas of the country. One of the most memorable was 

waitressing in a hotel in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, where she swam and basked in the warm weather. Most 

interestingly, she went to boot camp right after college, played basketball, and got a degree in aerography. 

She was on active duty in Washington, D.C., along with her entire graduating class. Their task was to 

attempt to break Japanese weather code and they were never told whether they were successful. At the 

end of World War II, after peace was declared, Louise was medically discharged from the Waves. She 

was also a waitress in Rhinebeck, worked for Priceôs Creamery in El Paso, was in the Civil Service in 

Alamogordo, New Mexico, and sold Stanley Home Products.  

 Second to Trinity in Louiseôs life, is the Senior Activity Center in Marble Falls, where she is the 

ñCanasta Queen.ò She highly recommends this group and is proud of the fact they are self-supporting. 

There she plays canasta, bridge and dominoes; works jigsaw puzzles and attends dances, though she does 

not dance. Louise also has enjoyed bowling for many years. After Oxôs death, the bowling center became 

her home and she has bowled in several different leagues. She no longer bowls, but continues as the 

secretary of her day league in order to have the camaraderie.  

 Louise loves people, and especially the people of Trinity. Louise believes the great people who 

worshipped together in our old building provided the necessary foundation for what Trinity has now 

become. She is so incredibly thankful for the people of Trinity and says, ñWithout these marvelous, 

wonderful people, I would be washed down the gully.ò And Louise is obviously one of the great people of 

Trinity. Happy, Happy 90
th
 Birthday, Louise!  
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Reflections 
By Pat Hudson  

It is rare indeed that a vestry member or warden has the opportunity to 

serve three rectors in a single term of office; however that has been my 

privilege. It came as a complete surprise to me when Rev. Ann 

announced that she would be leaving Trinity to take the Diocesan 

position of Canon to the Ordinary. I received the news with a mixture of 

feelings: surprise, sadness, worry and an overpowering concern for how 

this would affect our parish.  

In the ten or so years Micki and I had been members of Trinity we had 

witnessed a somewhat dormant parish transform to an energetic, vibrant, 

loving community under Rev. Annôs leadership. Where could we possibly go from here?  

Trinity was first blessed with an interim rector who quickly understood the dynamics of our parish and 

was able to skillfully and lovingly guide us thru a year long transition period. With Bill Bennettôs counsel, 

pastoral care and leadership, Trinity not only adjusted to the changes taking place, but continued its 

pattern of growth and Sunday attendance.  

The Transition Committee did its work well and in due course recommended to the vestry the name of the 

priest we should call as our next rector. Trinity was again blessed when Dave accepted the call and 

became our rector on July 1
st
 of this year.  

The excitement of the process, the concern each vestry member felt over the responsibility of the selection 

decision, and the elation as each step successfully fell into place was shared not only by the vestry but by 

the entire parish. If there is anything to be learned from the events of the last two years, it would have to 

be that people come and go, but God is truly in charge. 

 

Termed Out ï A Gleeful Exit 
By Bill Laubach  

Iôve been racking my brain to come up with one contribution I might 

have made during my past three years on the Vestry. I can recall one. 

After my first Sunday as Vestry Host and nearly experiencing third 

degree burns while emptying that old 50 cup coffee maker, I made the 

suggestion to the Vestry that we might all chip in and invest in a new 

coffee maker. With Rev Annôs support the idea received a positive 

response, and I was dispatched to Ace Restaurant & Supply in Austin to 

scout out their inventory of coffee makers. After two more trips, it was 

decided that I should order what is now part of the kitchen paraphernalia. Due to the generosity of two 

anonymous donors, the parish now enjoys freshly brewed coffee inside of five minutes.  

I would be remiss in not giving kudos to Pat Hudson, who worked tirelessly throughout the transition. As 

far as his belief in Trinityôs future, he is without peer. I cannot imagine the exhaustion and relief that he 

must feel as he takes his well earned rest. The next time you pass his way, just hold out your hand and 

say, ñthank you.ò 

On the negative side of my term, I acquired the dubious, but deserved reputation as a contrarian and 

sometime curmudgeon. My only excuse for my behavior is that I practiced law ï on my own ï for the 
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better part of 46 years, and therefore am a tad deficient in diplomatic skills. I also confess to a great deal 

of impatience when it comes to rule by committee, and the agonizing pace of ñchangeò at Trinity. 

 One of my heroes in this world is Jamie Dimon, the Chairman and CEO of J.P. Morgan Chase. He has a 

favorite quote, which I adopt here ï ñSome debates are chicken or steak. It becomes time to eat.ò  

I encourage Ed, Ken and Pam to ask questions and be discerning participants as they begin their tenure on 

the Vestry.  

New Chairman for the Communications Commission 

After three extremely productive years of chairing the Communications Commission, Bill Laubach is 

stepping down. During his tenure, the Commission has dramatically increased it's media advertising in 

addition to developing The Trumpet into the excellent publication that we enjoy today.  

Thanks are extended by both the members of the Commission and the staff of The Trumpet. 

Bill's chair has been assumed by Ken Walker. 

Womenôs Bible Study 
While in prison for proclaiming Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul writes a joyful letter of encouragement and 

challenge to his ñpartners in the gospelò ï the Christians at Philippi. His inspirational words to persevere 

in the work of Christ tell how to find peace and contentment in a perilous world. This Bible study 

explores the secret of Paulôs joy and triumphant confidence in Christ.  

Join us in an eight-week study of the Book of Phillipians to begin Tuesday, January 12, at 1:00 PM. We 

will be using material published by NavPress. Cost of workbook: $7.00. Sign-up sheet is on the parish 

bulletin board. For more information, contact Mary Ashcroft or Lucia Gurley.  

Upcoming Book Study:  

"Same Kind of Different As Me" written by Ron Hall & Denver Moore with Lynn Vincent.  

Meet Denver, a man raised under plantation-style slavery in Louisiana in the 1960s; a man who escaped, 

hopping a train to wander, homeless, for eighteen years on the streets of Dallas, Texas.  

No longer a slave, Denver's life was still hopeless - until God moved. First came a godly woman who 

prayed, listened, and obeyed. And then came her husband, Ron, an international arts dealer at home in a 

world of Armani-suited millionaires. And then they all came together.  

But slavery takes many forms. Deborah discovers that she has cancer. In the face of possible death, she 

charges her husband to rescue Denver. Who will be saved, and who will be lost? What is the future for 

these unlikely three? What is God doing?  

Same Kind of Different As Me is their emotional story: a telling of pain and laughter, doubt and tears, dug 

out between the bondages of this earth and the free possibility of heaven. No reader will ever forget it.  

Please join us for the next book study. The first was enlightening and engaging and this book is sure to be 

thought provoking and open a very interesting dialogue. The book study will meet weekly for 5 weeks 

and begin the 2nd week of January - specific day and time to be determined. Look for more details to 

come and a sign up sheet on the events bulletin board. Questions? Feel free to call Ashley: 512-809-5437. 
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Upcoming Outreach Events 

The Outreach Commission is asking for donations of Walmart debit cards of $10.00 value to distribute to 

parents in the Highland Lakes Family Crisis Center to buy gifts for their children for Christmas. Even 

though you may wish to give more than $10.00 please buy cards of $10.00 denomination only. A 

collection box will be placed in the church office to collect the debit cards. The deadline for making your 

gift is Monday, December 14.  

This is a reminder that CASA angels are displayed in the narthex again this year. The back of the angel 

indicates the age of your gift recipient and whether it is a girl or boy. If you would like to participate, take 

an angel and attach it to an age appropriate gift or a Walmart debit card, suggested value $25.00, and 

leave at the church office.  

Service of Advent Lessons and Music 

Come join Phil and the Trinity choir for an evening service of Advent Lessons and Music on Wednesday, 

December 16, at 6:30 pm.  This beautiful tradition involves a series of readings from scripture, each 

followed by either a congregational hymn or a choir anthem.  Come deepen your experience of the beauty 

and mystery of Advent through scripture and song! 

Advent Candle Wreath 
An advent wreath includes five candles. There are four candles, one for each Advent Sunday leading to 

Christmas and a fifth candle for Christmas day. There are variations in the coloring of the candles, often 

there are three purple and one pink candle. Occasionally, all of the candles are purple. The central candle 

is white. 

The purple represents repentance. The pink symbolizes joy. The central candle is called the Christ candle 

and is not lit until Christmas day.  

Prophecy / Hope 

The first candle is sometimes called the candle of prophecy 

because it symbolizes the promises the prophets delivered 

as messages from God; promises that foretold Christôs 

birth. Others consider the candle to be a symbol of the hope 

we have in Christ and so it is called the Hope candle. 

The Way 

The second candle shows that Christ is the Way. Christians 

are lost in sin and Christ is the Light sent into the world to 

show them the way out of darkness. 

Joy 

The third candle indicates that the only lasting Joy to be found in life on earth is through Christ. All other 

joy is fleeting and does not last. 

Peace 

The fourth candle reminds that Jesus comes to bring Peace to both the world and to people's hearts. 

Without Christ there is no peace in this world. 

Christ  

The fifth candle represents Christ himself who is born to save people from their sins. It is a celebration of 

the fulfillment of prophecy as represented in Christôs birth and hope in the final fulfillment when Christ 

comes again and Christians join him. 

 

http://protestantism.suite101.com/article.cfm/the_meaning_of_advent
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A Word of Thanks for A ll They Do 

At left, Charmaine Musselwhite arranges flowers for the altar. At right, vestry members (clockwise from 

left) Herb Lewis, Pam Rodgers (behind Herb), Ken Walker, Ed Manigold, Mitzi Reneau, Rev. Dave 

Sugeno, Pat Hudson, and Rev. Richard Pelkey. Pam, Ken, and Ed are the newly elected members. [photos 

by Penny Miller.] 

Christmas At The Rockbox Theater 
Fredericksburg    December 5, 2009    4:30PM  

The purpose of this article is to provide information to those who have made reservations for the trip to 

the Rockbox Theater. Transportation arrangements have all been made and most everyone has made plans 

to carpool or leave on their own. We will not be meeting at the church to leave together.  

Please remember to arrive at the theater no later than 4:15 to receive your tickets. The Rockbox Theater is 

located at 409 N. Llano St. (Hwy. 16) one block north of Main St. (Hwy 290 ).  

Everyone will be on their own for dinner. If you prefer, you may choose to have a late lunch before the 

show. Maps, a list of restaurants and other information are available on the display table in the narthex 

For questions or concerns, call Pat or David at 830-596-2344. 

Communications Survey 
By Perry Cockerham 

In October the Communications Commission conducted a survey to assess the effectiveness of the 

Trumpet, Trinity Website, and weekly email, and to identify areas for improvement. The results indicate 

that for the most part we are doing a good job. A number of good suggestions were given for ways to 

improve all three areas. In particular, we are reminded that some parishioners do not communicate by 

computer. We will be looking at ways to address this problem in the future. If you would like to read a 

report that summarizes the results of the survey, click here.  

Anniversaries 

We plan to add parishioner's anniversary dates to The Trumpet starting in January 2010. Please call the church and provide 

Mary Ashcroft with your anniversary dates if you would like to have your information included in the database.   

 

 

http://www.trinitymarblefalls.org/files/assets/2009_12/SurveyResultsa.pdf
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Poinsettias In Our Church This C hristmas 
By Deanna and Bill Bradshaw 

The poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima, meaning ñvery 

beautifulò) óEckenezkaô in our church this Christmas 

season was discovered in 2002, at the Paul Ecke Ranch in 

Encinitas, California. It is now marketed as ñPrestige Early 

Red.ò In the early 1900ôs the Ecke family grew poinsettias 

outdoors for use as landscape plants and as a cut flower. 

Eventually the family grew them in greenhouses and today 

is recognized as the leading producer of poinsettias in the 

United States.   

Montezuma, the last of the Aztec kings, would have 

poinsettias brought into what is now Mexico City by 

caravans because they couldnôt grow at that altitude. During the 14
th
 ï 16

th
 century the sap was used to 

control fevers and the bracts (modified leaves) were used to make a reddish dye.  

Joel Roberts Poinsett was the first United States Ambassador to Mexico being appointed by President 

James Madison in the 1820ôs. In 1828 he found a beautiful shrub with large red flowers growing next to a 

road. He took cuttings from the plant and brought them back to his greenhouse in South Carolina. 

Although Poinsett had an outstanding career as a United States Congressman, an ambassador as well as 

Secretary of War in the Van Buren administration and was co-founder of what is now the Smithsonian 

Institute, he will always be remembered for introducing the poinsettia to the United States. The plant is 

named in honor of his discovery. He was born in 1779, died in 1851 and is buried at the Holy Cross 

Episcopal cemetery in Stateburg, South Carolina.  

There is a lovely legend about Pepita, a poor Mexican girl who had no gift to present the Christ Child at 

Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked slowly to the chapel with her cousin Pedro, her heart was filled 

with sadness rather than joy. Not knowing what else to do, Pepita knelt by the roadside and gathered a 

handful of common weeds, fashioning them into a small bouquet. Looking at the scraggly bunch of 

weeds, she felt more saddened and embarrassed than ever by the 

humbleness of her offering. She fought back a tear as she entered 

the small village chapel. But Pedro told her that the Christ Child 

would appreciate even the most humble of gifts. With these 

words, her spirit lifted as she knelt to lay the bouquet at the foot 

of the nativity scene. Suddenly, her bouquet burst into blooms of 

brilliant red, and all who saw them were certain that they had 

witnessed a Christmas miracle right before their eyes. From that 

day on, the bright red flowers were known as the Flores de Noche 

Buena, or Flowers of the Holy Night, for they bloomed each year 

during the Christmas season. 

 Order Poinsettias For Holiday Season Now  

The Trinity Floral Committee has posted a sign-up sheet for those persons who would like to donate a 

poinsettia plant for the 2009 Christmas altar décor. The red poinsettias will be large plants in 8 inch (3-

plants per pot-variety Prestige) with foil cover and will cost $20.00 each. Please make checks out to 

Trinity Episcopal Church with a notation that it is for poinsettias. Please drop the check in the collection 

plate or turn it in at the office. We encourage donors to pick up the plants after the church services on 

January 2, 2010.  
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School Days for Martha Helen Jones 

The Trumpeteer  
 Getting to KnowéMiss Mardi  

by Elizabeth Isaack and Mitzi Reneau 

[Editorôs note: This is the sixth article in a series about the dedicated people working with Trinityôs 

children. This month our writers, Elizabeth Isaak and Mitzi Reneau, have targeted Mardi Cockerham. 

Our thanks to these dedicated teachers and to Elizabeth for taking time to let us all get to know them 

better.]  

 Little Martha Helen Jones grew up in Wyoming, Ohio, a 

suburb of Cincinnati. She had a brother, one year older. She 

walked to school and back and even walked home for lunch 

with her grandmother. She was very blessed to have one 

grandmother living two doors to the right of her home and the 

other living two doors to the left. One of her fondest memories 

is of her Second Grade teacher playing the piano and her class 

singing throughout the day as part of the lessons.  

 When Miss Mardi was growing up, she loved birds and had 

parakeets for pets. Now she has a yellow naped Amazon parrot, 

Harold. When Harold talks, he sounds like Miss Mardi talking 

on the telephone. He laughs and asks, ñOh, how are you?ò One 

day he whistled at Miss Mardi when she walked into the room. 

When Mardi and her husband, Perry Cockerham come in from 

outside, Harold says ñHello!ò And if they do not greet him, he 

begins to say it in a worried, questioning way, ñHello? Hello?ò  

 

 

 

 

 

Then there is Bailey, a 5 year old black lab. He 

swims back and forth patrolling Miss Mardiôs home. 

He chases ducks on the lake, digs in flower beds, and 

if they forget to close the bathroom door, leaves a 

trail of tissues on the floor. Harold tells him to do 

that. They are partners in crime, but they are Miss 

Mardiôs wonderful pets and Miss Mardi is wonderful 

too.  
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Little Mardi and her brother David 

welcome Spring! 

For the first Sunday of Advent the Parish was treated with a special performance of the 

childrenôs choir. Above, from left, are Joyce Fisher, Clara Hockenberry, Sarah Isaack, 

Ben Hockenberry, Elizabeth Isaack, and Julia Hockenbery. Thanks to Phil Kuhne, Mitzi 

Reneau, Joyce, and Julia for this special treat. 

She is the mother of four children, John, 28; Paul, 26; Lisa, 

24, and Sarah, 20. As a child, Miss Mardi loved playing 

with children in her neighborhood and she also loved 

babysitting. She was a helper in Sunday School at age 12 

and a Sunday School teacher at age 16. She also studied 

and became a school teacher who taught 3
rd

, 4
th
, and 6

th
 

Grades. The reason she is inspired to teach is because of 

her very special teachers growing up. They were loving 

and nurturing and they brought out the best in her. She 

believes they helped and inspired her to become the person 

she is today.  

Now Miss Mardi enjoys walking and spending time 

outdoors. She also loves to read, especially mysteries. She 

has lived overseas in Saudi Arabia, France and Australia 

and she is familiar with other languages. Her favorite 

hymn is ñI Sing a Song of the Saints of Godò and her 

favorite scriptures are from Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, and 

First Corinthians, Chapter 13. When she reads these 

scriptures, she becomes more accepting of children and is 

able to see through their eyes. ñTo everything there is a 

season,ò and this season of Advent, we are thankful for 

Miss Mardi and her very special ways.  


