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The Epiphany, possibly ca. 1320 by Giotto di 

Bondone (Italian, Florentine, 1266ï1337.) Tempera 

on wood, gold ground. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Epiphany 
By Rev. Richard Pelkey 

 

The feast of the Epiphany is celebrated on January 6, and is one of seven Principal Feasts of the Church 

(Book of Common Prayer, pg. 15). The word Epiphany is Greek for ñappearanceò or ñmanifestation.ò 

In the Western Church, Epiphany is commemorated principally for the Visitation of the Magi (Matthew 

2:1-12), Jesusô manifestation to the Gentiles. In the Eastern churches, the Epiphany is celebrated in the 

Baptism of Jesus, his manifestation to the world as the Son of God. Also in the East, the Epiphany is the 

most celebrated part of the Incarnation cycle (Advent-Epiphany) of the church year; it ranks third of all 

feasts following behind Easter and Pentecost. In 

both the East and West, The Epiphany is also 

closely associated with Jesusô miracle at the 

wedding feast in Cana (John 2:1-11). 

In the earliest sermons for the feast in Western 

churches, the day was commonly called dies 

epiphaniarum, the óday of the manifestations.ô 

In sermons given on this day the 

ómanifestationsô encompassed Christmas, the 

Visitation of the Magi, the Baptism of our 

Lord, and the miracle at Cana. When Rome set 

December 25 as the date for Christmas in the 

fourth century, the Visitation of the Magi was 

established as the only narrative used on the 

Epiphany. The narratives of Jesusô baptism and 

Cana wedding miracle were then assigned to 

nearby Sundays. 

As with any tradition of the Church, cultural 

variances in how the Epiphany is celebrated 

around the world abound. In some European 

cultures, the greenery put up at Christmas is 

taken down on the Epiphany. 

 

 

 

Trinity Trumpet 
 

January 2010 

Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 

 



 Trinity Trumpet  January 2010 ï Page 2 

 

 

From the Rector 
By Rev. Dave Sugeno 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.... -John 1:14 

As a few of you may have learned by now, I am not a very big Christmas person. In fact, I have been 

called a grinch and a scrooge more times than I can count.  

Of course, it is not Christmas itself that I dislikeðquite the opposite. It is precisely because I regard 

Christmas as such a holy occasion that I get distressed about all the cultural trappings that have come to 

be associated with this most sacred of commemorations. 

Back when I was in college, a friend asked me what I thought was the true meaning of Christmas. I 

responded with the above quote from the prologue to the fourth gospel. Twenty-five or so years later I 

still remember this answer that I gave. I have no idea if it is the right answer, in fact I doubt there is a 

single right answer. But as a person who thinks in theological terms, I like the very fundamental yet 

poetic nature of these four words, ñthe word became fleshò. It contains nothing extraneous, and 

everything that I regard as essential. There is, of course, much more that could be saidðthe Nicene and 

Apostles Creeds, for example, are essentially fleshed out versions of this statement.  

ñThe word became flesh.ò There is so much contained within these four simple words. The first thing, 

perhaps, that comes to mind for me is the unimaginable love our creator feels for each of us, that God the 

creator would become God the created, flesh of our flesh, blood of our blood. As I ponder the word 

becoming flesh, I hear the words from the old spiritual: ñWhat wondrous love is this that caused the lord 

of bliss to lay aside his crown for my soul?ò What wondrous love, indeed.  

The second thing that comes to mind is the flesh part. We are inclined to think of our humanity in terms 

of our fallenness, and we think of flesh as a mark of our mortality, our imperfection. As we recall the 

word becoming flesh, we should remember that human flesh was not beneath our creator, holy and 

immortal. God created us in Godôs image. God becoming human is a powerful reminder of this fact.  

In this joyous season following Christmas, let ñthe word became fleshò be at the center of your life in 

Christ. In joy may you recall the unimaginable love our Lord has for us, shown in the gift he gave us by 

becoming human. Let us also celebrate the incredible gift God gave us in our own creation, formed of the 

dust, made in Godôs image of human flesh.  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

 

A Word of Thanks 

We could not have had the wonderful Christmas celebrations here at Trinity without the hard work of so 

many. Though I cannot possibly name all those whose labors so greatly enhanced our worship experience, 

I would particularly like to thank Phil and the choir for the wonderful music on Christmas Eve, and for 

the service of Advent Lessons and Carols; all the children who sang so beautifully for us at the early 

Christmas Eve service; the altar guild for all their extra work behind the scenes; the dedicated group who 

put up all the festive decorations in the narthex and nave; and the entire Trinity staff for all the extra work, 

and for keeping everything running so smoothly. I am so blessed to be able to minister amongst such 

faithful, dedicated, and hard-working people. Thank you, and God bless you all. 

Peace, 

Dave. 
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We celebrated Louise Oxleyôs 90
th
 birthday in December. Shown here with Louise are Linda Isobel, 

Louise's  niece and Jeannette Arledge her great-niece from West Texas. 

Celebration Of A New Ministry  
By Pat Hudson 

One of the little known services of the Episcopal Church is the Celebration of a New Ministry. On 

January 15
th
 we will have an occasion to witness and participate in this service when Bishop Harrison will 

institute and induct the Rev. David Sugeno as rector of Trinity Church Marble Falls. The service is on a 

Friday evening with the Rev. Bill Bennett delivering the sermon. Attending this service is an opportunity 

for all of us to show our support for our new rector.  

 

 

Annual Parish Meeting - Sunday, January 24, 2010 

Our Annual Parish meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 24, 2010. On that Sunday we will 

have one service only at 10:00 a.m. The Annual 

Parish meeting will convene immediately 

following the service. Please plan to be in church 

that Sunday as we will hear reports on the ñstateò 

of Trinity and conduct the business necessary for 

our life together.  

 

 

Women's Bible Study 

Join us in an eight-week study of the Book of Philippians to begin Tuesday, January 12, at 1:00 pm. We 

will be using material published by NavPress. Cost of workbook: $7.00. Sign-up sheet is on the parish 

bulletin board. For more information, contact Mary Ashcroft or Lucia Gurley. 

Communications Commission Request 
Please turn in the date of your anniversary to Mary Ashcroft. A list of monthly anniversaries will be 

included in the Trumpet each month. Maryôs email is membership@trinitymarblefalls.org  

 

mailto:membership@trinitymarblefalls.org
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Community Garden 
By Pam Rodgers  

The Ministry and Outreach Commission is exploring the 

possibility of developing a community garden and 

working with local partners to support healthy living and 

healthy eating. Trinity has a wealth of gardening and 

landscape experts among our parishioners and many of 

them have offered their comments and suggestions as we 

researched information on community gardens. 

Community gardens can be found across Texas in both 

rural and urban areas. Austin, Houston and Dallas have 

community gardens along with Round Rock and 

Georgetown. Churches frequently partner with others to manage and support gardens. St. Peters Episcopal 

Church and Holy Family Church in McKinney, Texas support a garden. In the Highland Lakes area, the 

Burnet Ministerial Alliance supports a four-acre garden that will provide produce for local food banks. 

We had many questions about starting a community garden and would like to share the information we 

gathered. 

How much does it cost to start and maintain a community garden? 

The cost of preparing the land, deer fencing, installation of an irrigation and rainwater collection system 

can be funded through foundation, corporate and government grants. Gardeners would pay annual dues to 

cover the ongoing cost of water and maintenance. 

Where could the garden be located? How big would it be?  

The land behind the churchôs playscape is suitable for a garden. The garden would not exceed one acre 

and could be developed in stages and made attractive with landscaping around the fence line. Uniform 

raised beds would be provided along with a storage shed for wheel barrels and shared tools. The garden 

would be accessible through a secured gate. 

Who would use and maintain the garden? 

Schools, neighborhoods, churches, non-profit organizations and government entities have partnered to 

support community gardens in other communities. Partners would provide interested gardeners and the 

people power needed for gardening while Trinity could provide the land and expertise to share with 

others. 

How would the garden be managed? 

Conditions of membership, cooperative efforts like work days, termination of contracts and how plots will 

be awarded to new gardeners will be stated in the gardener contract. Persons with administrative and 

organizational skills are needed to manage the garden. A garden coordinator and volunteers to manage a 

telephone tree are especially needed. 

Your thoughts on partnering with other community entities are important to us. Would you be interested 

in gardening or helping manage the garden? Please share your thoughts with members of the Ministry and 

Outreach Commission. 
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Farewell to Julia 
Parishioners present a gift to Julia 

Hockenberry as thanks for her contributions 

to Trinity before her move away from the 

Hill Country. From left: John Gurley, Louise 

Oxley, Janie Cunningham, Mary Ashcroft, 

Kathi Walker, Ken Walker (behind Kathi), 

Dana Thiermann, Julia Hockenberry, Mitzi 

Reneau, Joyce Fisher, Jerry Martinez, Sue 

Ann Couchman, Phil Kuhne, Judy Spears. 
(photo by Penny Miller) 

 New Member Joe Ann Waldeck 
by Ken Walker  

Joe Ann was born in Cameron, Texas, but moved to 

Lampasas in 1936, when her father, Dr. Brook, opened 

the first hospital in that area. In 1976 she moved to 

Dallas, then in 1984 to Red Oak. In October her family 

and friends helped her move to Meadowlakes where she 

is now enjoying its small town atmosphere.   

Joe Ann has one daughter, Woody Ann Perry, living in 

Waxahachie and another, Tammy Schaub, living here. 

Her grandchildren include Kyle Perry from Waxahachie 

who is a freshman at Navarro College. In addition, there 

is Cayle Koennecke from Fredericksburg and Corby 

Schaub who play in Ryan Binghamôs band and who were 

on The David Letterman Show this past November. She 

additionally enjoys two great grandchildren, Tatum and 

Jaxon Koennecke, who also reside in Fredericksburg.  

In June of 1953, Joe Ann graduated from Gulfpark College in Gulfport, Mississippi. Now retired, Joe Ann 

was a stay-at-home ranch mom until her kids reached junior high age. She then worked part time in a 

dress shop for a number of years until she moved to Dallas in 1956. During the ensuing ten years, she 

enjoyed her first full-time job as the property manager for an apartment complex. She then completed her 

working career as the bookkeeper for WCCI (Waldeck Computer Consultants, Inc.).   

Her Episcopal associations, all in Texas, included membership at St. Maryôs, Lampasas, St. Paulôs, 

Waxahachie, Good Shepherd, Cedar Hill and St. Anneôs, De Soto.  She has served as Treasurer of the 

ECW.  

Her interests are many and include travel, dancing, crafts, reading, bridge, dominoes, and cribbage. And, 

ñlast, but not leastò a major interest and ministry involved her volunteering at the Austin Street Center, a 

homeless shelter in downtown Dallas where, for fifteen years she faithfully served the downtrodden. She 

would love to continue this type of work here, so if you can help her in this quest, please do so.  

Clearly, Joe Ann is a woman of many interests. Please take a moment to introduce yourself to her with 

your normal warm welcome to Trinity.  
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From left: Mike Melneck, CASA 

executive director, Becky Fox, 

fund developer for Seton Care-

A-Van and volunteer coordinator 

for Seton Highland Lakes, Kathy 

Kasparek, and Sue Kennedy, 

executive director of Helping 

Center of the Highland Lakes. 

Outreach Gifts to the Community 

At the 10:30 service on December 13, Kathy Kasparek presented gifts from Trinity to three local charity 

organizations. The gifts included: a check for general operating expenses to CASA (Court Appointed 

Special Advocates for children); HEB cards for prescriptions for parents for their children to Seton Care-

A-Van; and a check for helping people with utilities, food, and other emergency needs to the Helping 

Center of the Highland Lakes. 

These gifts were the result of the Ministry and Outreach decisions for distributing the budgeted funds for 

Trinity for 2009. These funds are in addition to the funds given to the school nurses programs and Relay 

for Life. Kathy Kasparek and Pam Rodgers are co-chairs of the Ministry and Outreach Commission. 

Additionally, thanks to all who helped with the CASA angels and gift-cards for the Highland Lakes 

Family Crisis Center.  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to provide gifts for many children in the 

CASA program, and to donate $800 in Wal-Mart gift cards to the Crisis Center.  Special thanks to the 

Ministry and Outreach Commission for coordinating this wonderful effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Study 
A new book study will begin this month starting on Thursday, January 7, at noon. The book is The Same 

Kind of Different As Me by Ron Hall & Denver Moore. (Click here for book review.) Each meeting will 

last about an hour, so bring a sack lunch and join us. All parishioners are welcome. Call Ashley at 512-

809-5437 if you have any questions.

http://www.texascasa.org/
http://www.setonfund.org/?nd=highland_carevan
http://www.setonfund.org/?nd=highland_carevan
http://www.samekindofdifferentasme.com/reviews.aspx
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Greening of the Church


