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Ash Wednesday 
By Reverend Richard Pelkey 

In the Western Christian calendar, Ash Wednesday is 

the first day of Lent and occurs forty-six days before 

Easter (Sundays are always feast days, thus they do not 

count towards the forty days of Lent). It is a moveable 

feast, falling on a different date each year because it is 

dependent on the date of Easter. It can occur as early as 

February 4
th
 or as late as March 10

th
. The Book of 

Common Prayer lists Ash Wednesday as one of two 

ñFastsò days (BCP 17). 

Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practice of 

placing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful as a sign 

of repentance. Traditionally, the ashes used are gathered 

after the palm crosses from the previous yearôs Palm 

Sunday are burned. During the Ash Wednesday service, 

the minister imposes the ashes on the worshipperôs forehead saying, ñRemember that you 

are dust, and to dust you shall return.ò Ashes were used in ancient times, according to the 

Bible, to express mourning. Dusting oneself with ashes was the penitentôs way of 

expressing sorrow for sins and faults (Job 42:5-6, Jonah 3:6, Matthew 11:21, Hebrews 

9:13). 

The observance of Ash Wednesday originated in the penitential discipline of the early 

church when those whose notorious sins had caused scandal were excommunicated. After 

a period of penitence, which included sackcloth and ashes, fasting and prayer, intercession 

of the faithful, and dismissal from the services before communion, these persons were 

reinstated. Such readmissions were presumably a part of the Easter Vigil. By the eleventh 

century, few instances of public penitence remained, and so the rite of receiving ashes and 

entering a period of penitence was received by all. 

In the republic of Ireland, Ash Wednesday is National No Smoking Day. The date was 

chosen because quitting smoking ties in with giving up luxury for Lent.  
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From the Rector 
By Reverend David Sugeno 

ñWhere were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.ò -Job 38:4 

January was a very joyous month in the life of this parish, and 

for me personally. We celebrated our Renewal of Ministry with 

the Welcoming of a New Rector (described in an accompanying 

article), and we had our annual parish meeting, where we 

celebrated new leadership while recognizing the faithful service 

of our outgoing vestry members. It has been a month which, for 

me, was characterized by joyful celebration. 

Yet, as Bill Bennett commented in his sermon at my installation, 

in the midst of our joy we remain constantly aware of the people 

of Haiti, and the incredible need they face right now. I would 

like to thank all of you for the contributions you have made to 

Haitian relief, both individually and through this church. Half of 

the offering from my installation was send to Haiti through 

Episcopal Relief and Development, and checks have also been 

put in the Sunday offering plate for this purpose. Altogether we have sent about $600 for Haitian relief on 

behalf of Trinity church. I am very grateful for your generosity, and your faithfulness in serving our Lord 

by ministering to his children who are in such desperate need.  

Much has been made of Pat Robertsonôs ill-informed comments regarding this terrible human tragedy. 

Though most people will agree that these comments reflect a wrong-headed understanding of how God 

works, there is no denying that the question of why such tragedy exists in the world continues to haunt 

those who believe in the loving God revealed to us in Jesus Christ. The attempt to reconcile Godôs 

goodness with a world in which suffering and evil exist is known as theodicy. Philosophers and 

theologians have struggled with this issue for millenia, and we are probably no closer to answering the 

question of why bad things happen to good people. One of the classic explorations of this issue can be 

found in the book of Job, in which Job, an upright and faithful man, has all his possessions taken away 

from him, and all of his children killed. His friends insist that he must have done something wrong to 

have incurred Godôs wrath, but he persists in denying any wrongdoing, finally accusing God himself of 

being unjust.  

Godôs response to Job puts him, and puts all of us, in our proper place. It is not for us to know Godôs 

ways or Godôs plans. We were not there when God laid the foundations of the earth, or created the seas. 

Ultimately, God tells Job, he is just going to have to content himself with the knowledge that Godôs ways 

are beyond mortal comprehension. 

No more can we comprehend the suffering of Godôs children in Haiti. We, too, must content ourselves 

with the knowledge that there is an order to Godôs creation, an order which is beyond our human 

perception. We are left simply with the responsibility of being Christôs hands to the people of Haiti, 

providing them with food, water, and shelter, and continuing to assist in rebuilding efforts. In doing so we 

build more than houses; we build the Kingdom of God. 

ñTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 

meò -Matthew 25: 40 
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Bishop Dena Harrison, Reverend David Sugeno, and Reverend Bill 

Bennett at the Celebration of a New Ministry. 

A Word of Thanks 
By Reverend David Sugeno 

Once again, I wish to publicly thank everyone who made the installation service on January 15 such a 

beautiful and meaningful event. Though I am bound to leave someone out, I would like to mention Gale 

for the beautiful worship bulletins, Richard for his liturgical input and assistance; Janie and Mary for all 

their extra preparation work; the DOK for the reception; Phil and the choir for the beautiful music; the 

ministers of the service; the flower guild and the altar guild; and all of the parishioners who came out on a 

rather dreary evening to join the celebration. 

One of the most meaningful moments for me during the service was the presentation by Pat Hudson and 

Bruce Lomax on behalf of the church of a beautiful white stole, adorned with the simple but elegant 

symbol of the trinity. This gift from the parish, a symbol of my sacramental authority, is something I will 

always treasure as a sign of the love and kindness you have shown Amy and me since our arrival here, 

and the great privilege I have of serving you as your rector. Thank you so very much. 

Celebration Of A New Ministry  
By Pat Hudson 

 The Reverend David Sugeno was celebrated and installed as rector of Trinity Church Marble Falls 

January 15, 2010, by Bishop Dena Harrison in a Friday night service unfamiliar to most of the 

congregation.  The service was a variation of the Celebration of a New Ministry found in the BCP with 

more emphasis on the parish as a whole and our commitment to Christian ministry in concert with a new 

rector.   The service restated the announcement of Trinity's call to David to be rector and David's 

acceptance of the call and continued with a renewal of Baptismal vows, the sermon by The Reverend Bill 

Bennett, a symbolic presentation of gifts to David and concluding with a Eucharist.  The stole presented 

to Dave, symbolic of his status as pastor and priest and his authority to administer the sacraments, was a 

gift from the parishioners of Trinity.  The stole, for those who have not seen it, is the liturgical color white 

symbolizing joy, purity and 

truth, and has the Trinity 

symbol of three interlocked 

rings embroidered in gold at 

each end.    

The service was inspiring and 

an appropriate welcome to 

Reverend Sugeno as he 

assumes his responsibilities as 

rector of Trinity.  

A reception after the service 

was given by the Daughters of 

the King honoring Reverend 

Sugeno and Bishop 

Harrison.        
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Herb Lewis presented the financial 

report at the annual Parish meeting. 

Reverend Sugeno addresses the 

congregation at the annual Parish 

meeting. 

Annual Par  ish Meeting  
By Lee Dernehl 

The Trinity Annual Parish Meeting was held on Sunday, January 

24, 2010, following the Sunday worship service. Pat Hudson 

called the meeting to order and received approval of the minutes 

from the 2009 Parish Meeting. The Reverend David Sugeno then 

led the congregation in prayer. 

In addressing the congregation, Reverend Sugeno gave thanks to 

everyone for their participation, support and prayers for his 

installation service. During the installation service we used a new 

rite called ñThe Renewal of Ministry with the Welcoming of a 

New Rector.ò He also expressed his views on who we are as 

Episcopalians. Although a people ñwho venerate our ancient 

traditions and liturgiesò we can ñface the futureò and adjust ñour 

worship and evangelismò as needed in todayôs world. He 

commended the congregation on our faithfulness, hospitality, 

service to the comm unity, and thirst for knowledge. 

Herb Lewis, Treasurer, presented the financial report and noted 

that the year 2009 ended with a positive net income. He presented 

the 2010 Budget, which includes $5,000 for the Diocesan Asking. 

Herb thanked the members of the Budget Committee for their 

efforts and announced he would continue as chair for another 

year. Pat Hudson thanked Herb for his hard work. 

Reverend Sugeno introduced all the vestry members, including 

three new members elected for a three year term beginning in 

2010; Ed Manigold, Pam Rodgers and Ken Walker. He thanked 

the out-going members, Bill Laubach and Barbara Warden for 

their service. It was also announced that Mike Kimball has 

agreed to serve as Senior Warden, replacing Pat, whose term on 

the vestry has expired. Reverend Sugeno announced that Matt 

Matula was stepping down as Junior Warden, and thanked him 

for his years of service, in which he always ensured the care and 

keeping of the church facility and grounds. 

David recognized Pat Hudsonôs years of service as Senior 

Warden with a gift and thanks. 

He also recognized and gave thanks to Richard Pelkey, 

Assistant to the Rector, and the office staff: Janie Cunningham, 

Mary Ashcroft, and Gale Laubach. 
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Senior Warden Mike Kimball  
By Ashley Harper-Oberle  

When Ken Walker asked me to write a 'get-to-

know' article about our new Senior Warden I 

couldn't wait! I knew exactly what I wanted to do: 

let you learn new and interesting things about 

Mike, enjoy the article and get you thinking. I 

borrowed the questionnaire from Vanity Fair 

magazine. (It's not copyrighted, I checked.) I think 

you will enjoy Mike's answers, and while they are 

meant to be brief - get to know Mike and ask him 

to elaborate on his answers... I promise it will lead 

to an interesting and worthwhile discussion.  

 

What is your greatest fear? 

Early illness preventing me from enjoying my 

retirement.  

Which living person do you most admire? 

Jimmy Buffett  

What is your greatest extravagance? 

I have two: a Maui timeshare and my Corvette. 

On what occasion do you lie? 

To protect those I care about. 

When and where were you happiest? 

In this moment.  

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 

Raising two respectful successful children. 

Which talent would you most like to have?  

The ability to build things. 

Where would you like to live? 

Right where I am. 

What quality do you most like in a woman?  

Honesty. 

What quality do you most like in a man?  

Honesty. 

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 

Clive Cussler's Dirk Pitt. 

What is your most treasured possession? 

My collection of 1961 New York Yankees 

baseball cards. 

 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 

My wife Teri. (40 years this year.) 

Who are your favorite writers? 

Clive Cussler, James Rollins, and James 

Michener. 

Who are your heroes in real life? 

John Wayne, Clint Eastwood and Mickey 

Mantle. 

What is your greatest regret? 

Poor vision prevented me from being a pilot in 

the Air Force.  

What is your current state of mind? 

Happy. Cautious about the economy, but 

always happy. 

What do you most value in your friends?  

Honesty. 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 

Dishonesty or self-promotion. 

What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 

Facing death without belief in God the Father. 

What is your motto? 

I always told the kids, "If it is worth doing, it's 

worth doing RIGHT."  
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New Members Bill and Ruth Martin Geiger  
by Ken Walker  

Bill Geiger was born and raised in 

Topeka, Kansas. After receiving his 

Architectural Engineering degree from 

Kansas State University in 1952, he 

enlisted in the U.S. Air Force where he 

served as a First Lieutenant in Kansas 

City and during the Korean conflict. 

Ruth was born and raised a native Texan 

where she lived for the first 31 years of 

her life. She subsequently moved to a 

number of third world countries including 

stops in Tripoli, Libya, Medan, 

Indonesia, and Cairo, Egypt. She has 

earned her Associates in Arts degree as 

well as Certificates in Real Estate, 

Property Management, and Paralegal. 

In an effort to be closer to their children, 

Bill and Ruth moved to Meadowlakes in August of 2009. Prior to this, they lived and were married in 

Corpus Christi after which they moved to Topeka, Kansas where they spent the last 13 years. Bill is a 

recently retired architectural engineer, and Ruth, a retired property manager.  

The main portion of Billôs career was spent as a Project Manager for Stern-Rogers, a 

construction/engineering company building coal powered power plants in Alaska and Colorado.  

Ruth, in turn, was employed as a Property Manager handling both single-family and multi-family units. 

Prior to this, she worked in the import-export field moving household goods by sea and air to worldwide 

destinations.  

Bill was a member of Grace Episcopal Cathedral in Denver for 34 years. During this time he sang in the 

boyôs choir, and, later, served two terms as their Junior Warden. 

Ruth was born a Baptist where she remained for approximately 20 years. She then affiliated with the 

Methodist and non-denominational churches until she became an Episcopalian in 1982. From 1987 to 

2009, while she and Bill were members of Grace Episcopal Church in Topeka, Kansas, Ruth was a 

Daughter of the King and a graduate of EFM.  

Bill and Ruth enjoy their 4 grown children who live in Texas, Colorado and New Jersey. Their children, 

in turn, have blessed Bill and Ruth with 6 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren residing in Texas, 

Colorado and California. 

Among their numerous interests, Bill enjoys woodworking, hunting and fishing while Ruth loves playing 

bridge, reading and gardening.  

It was a pleasure getting to know this interesting new couple. Please take a moment to introduce 

yourselves to them by extending your normal and warm Trinity welcome. 
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New Member Jose Hernandez 
by Ken Walker  

Jose is a native of the Hill Country having been born in Johnson City, Texas. At an early age, his family 

moved to Austin where, in 1985, he graduated from Sidney Lanier H.S. He subsequently completed three 

years at the University of Texas. 

 Jose was raised a Roman Catholic and attended St. 

Maryôs Cathedral in Austin for most of his life. 

When he married, however, he and his new wife 

found a middle ground in the Episcopal Church. 

They located in Cedar Creek and attended Calvary 

Episcopal Church in Bastrop. While at Calvary, 

Jose was a Lector, LEM and a member of the 

Building Committee. In this latter capacity, he 

helped out with minor construction and 

maintenance projects in and around the church. 

Since July of last year, Jose has called Spicewood 

home. Heôs employed by Allied Acoustics where, 

for 25 years he has worked as a commercial 

carpenter specializing in suspended acoustical 

ceilings. He is single and has no children or 

grandchildren. 

He served in the Texas National Guard from 1988 

until 1992.  

When not working, he lists reading, fishing and watching football as his favorite leisure-time activities. 

When asked what activities at Trinity might interest him, he says that he would like to become involved 

but what that might encompass remains to be seen. Somehow, this writer feels that Reverend Sugeno will 

have no problem utilizing Joseôs obvious talents to the utmost degree.  

Clearly, Jose is a very interesting guy. Please take a moment to introduce yourself to him and find out 

more about this new parishioner.  

 

Instructed Eucharist, February 7 
by Reverend David Sugeno 

On Sunday, February 7, our Sunday morning worship will be slightly different. We will celebrate 

Eucharist as usual, but our celebration at both services will be accompanied by a running commentary on 

some of the history and theology behind our various practices. This will serve as a great reminder for us 

all of ñwhy we do it this way,ò and I think you will all find it both informative and meaningful. This is 

also a great opportunity to bring non-Episcopalians who might be put off by our formal liturgical style to 

learn about our worship in an experiential and non-threatening way. Why not invite someone who might 

be interested in the Episcopal Church to join us for our instructed Eucharist on February 7? You might 

just be giving them a lasting and meaningful gift. 
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Vestry Person Ed Manigold is Trinityôs new Junior Warden 
By Deanna and Bill Bradshaw 

According to the Episcopal Church of the USA, the Junior 

Warden is known as the ñpeoplesô warden.ò Quoting David 

Middleton in the Anglican Theological Review, fall 1997, ñin 

an Episcopal church, the junior warden is responsible for the 

maintenance of buildings and grounds.ò He continues, 

ñIôm Godôs odd jobber of the common task 

Blocked drains, frayed wiring, beetle-eaten trees, 

The playgroundôs rusted slides and glider-pipes, 

Leeched water in the floorboards, belfry bats, 

And termite-rafters cracking wild in storms  

In Heavensôgrounds and buildings raised by love, 

Godôs temple of the body and stars 

Where Jesus washed the dust from Peterôs feet 

And made mere bread and wine His flesh and blood.ò 

On Sunday January 24, 2010, Trinityôs Vestry elected Mr. 

Edward Manigold as its new Junior Warden. Ed was born in El 

Paso, Texas, and went to grade school there. Then he had the opportunity to travel and go to school for his 

4
th
, 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade years in Watertown, New York. He returned to the southwest for his 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade 

years in New Mexico and finished high school in Ysleta, Texas. 

Ed joined the United States Air Force and spent most of his four years involved with electronics (1954-

1958) at Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma. Ed Manigold was honorably discharged with the rank of 

Airman First Class. 

Ed was a college debater and member of the drama club. He graduated with a Bachelorôs degree from 

Texas Western (now University of Texas, El Paso, or UTEP,) and was the first member of his family to 

get a university degree. One of Ed Manigoldôs proudest life achievements was receiving his college 

degree. He decided a Bachelorôs degree was not enough so next attained a Masterôs degree in psychology 

from Southwest Texas State University. Always ready for another challenge, Ed successfully received his 

Doctorate in Education from Texas A & M University. 

Another proud moment in Ed Manigoldôs life was when he captured the heart of his lovely wife 

Madeleine. The couple is blessed with three wonderful children Lori, Tamara, and Michael. Two Jack 

Russell terriers, Bella and Caballero, complete the Manigold family. 

Edôs entire professional career has been in the field of education. He spent twenty two years at the Texas 

Education Agency and thirty two years in public education. For nine years, Ed served as Associate 

Executive Director for Programs and Professional Development at the Texas Association of School 

Administrators. He has been a Sunday school teacher for more than 30 years as well as serving as Activity 

Director for young adults.  

Ed and Madeleine moved to the Highland Lakes in 1990. At Trinity he and Madeleine are busy serving as 

hosts and ushers on many Sundays. One would think that this busy couple would have wanted to take life 

easy in their retirement, but that was not to be. Another challenge fascinated them. Soon they were co-

owners and co-winemakers in quite a different venture. Ed and Madeleine founded Spicewood Vineyards 

in 1990 with a commitment to making the finest wines possible from their vineyard in Spicewood, Texas. 

They received over 50 medals in international, regional and state competitions. Ed is an active member of 
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Right (left to right): Outgoing Vestry 

members Bill Laubach, Pat Hudson, 

and Barbara Warden. (Why is Bill 

smiling?) Below (left to right): Vestry 

members Herb Lewis, Penny Miller, 

Matt Matula, Mike Kimball, Mitzi 

Reneau, Ken Walker, Pam Rodgers, 

and Ed Manigold. (Not pictured is 

vestry member Alison Nathan.) 

the Texas Wine and Grape Growers Association and a member of the American Society of Enology and 

Viticulture. Ed Manigold says the art of winemaking ñcomes with a passionò and that passion drove them 

to their success in this field as well. Only within the last two years did the Manigoldôs sell Spicewood 

Vineyards to a young man who is carrying on their personal management style and commitment to 

excellence.  

Trinity Episcopal Church is indeed fortunate to have a person who has the skills and educational and 

business background to be our new Junior Warden. Ed Manigold is indeed qualified to be the ñpeoplesô 

warden.ò We wish him every success.  
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The Trumpeteer  
 Getting to KnowéMiss Mitzi  
by Elizabeth Isaack and Deanna Bradshaw 

[Editorôs note: This is the eighth article in a series about the dedicated people working with Trinityôs 

children. This month our writers, Elizabeth Isaak and Deanna Bradshaw, have targeted Mitzi Reneau. 

Our thanks to these dedicated teachers and to Elizabeth for taking time to let us all get to know them 

better.]  

Mitzi Jane Hardisty grew up in Monahans, 

in West Texas. She grew up in the 

Methodist church. She has one sister, a 

year younger and one brother, six years 

younger. Her dad was a CPA and her 

mom, a homemaker. Both parents were 

very involved in their community, 

including school and especially, church 

activities. Her family shared devotionals 

and bible study in their home. Often her 

parents would take Mitzi and her sister 

and brother to visit their grandparents in 

Clovis, New Mexico. After a few days 

their grandparents would put the children 

on the train to Snyder, Texas, to visit their 

other grandparents, where they would 

remain a few days until their parents came 

to get them. None of the adults thought anything of putting three young children on the train by 

themselves back in those days.  

Miss Mitziôs best childhood memories are of times with grandparents and her many cousins, aunts, and 

uncles. They made clothesline tents; picked strawberries, pecans and watermelons; drove wheat 

combines; rode horses; went to cattle sales; walked all over town; piled 8 or 10 at a time into the back of 

the pickup truck; and bedded down together on huge pallets on the living room floor. At home, with her 

friends, she went roller skating or bike riding and when she was by herself, she was reading, sometimes in 

a tree in the backyard. She walked or rode her bike to school and played on the playground until the 

teachers came outside to get the kids. And she went home for lunch.  

Now, Miss Mitzi and her husband, Tom Reneau, like to work in the yard together. They like to watch 

American Idol and to listen to music. Miss Mitzi also loves to read, especially historical fiction. Her 

favorite book is Run with the Horsemen by Ferrol Sams, and he is her favorite author. Now that she is 

retired from teaching, she works as a bookkeeper. She likes to get together with her friends, to volunteer 

in math and reading at the elementary school and, to help out with activities at our church. She has a 

wonderful daughter and son-in-law, Clair and Jim Silliman who are both 25 years old and live in 

Washington, D.C.  




