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From left: Reverend Richard Pelkey, Reverend David Sugeno, 

Carrol Thomas, Jim Thomas, Carolyn Derington, and Bishop 

Dena Harrison. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

From the Rector 
By Reverend David Sugeno  

What a joyous couple of weeks it has been! As I write this, we are only a few weeks past Easter, and a 

few days past the bishopôs visitation, and the wonderful service in which we confirmed two new members 

into the church, and received another.  

The service of confirmation and reception is a great time for us to reflect on what it means to be a 

follower of Christ. This service was led by our Bishop and included the renewal of our baptismal vows. 

Together we reaffirmed with the confirmands the fundamental truths of our faith as expressed by the 

Apostleôs Creed. As followers of Christ we commit 1) to continue in the apostlesô teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers, 2) to persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

[we] fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord, 3) to proclaim by word and example the Good News of 

God in Christ, 4) to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving [our] neighbors as [ourselves], and 5) to 

strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being (BCP, pp. 

304-305.) These vows, which we make or have made on our behalf at our baptism, lie at the heart of what 

it is to be a Christian. 

The renewing of this covenant whenever we have baptisms or confirmations is of great importance to us 

because we have such a strong theology of the ministry of all the baptized. That is, we Episcopalians 

believe that ministry is not something reserved for ordained priests, but is the responsibility of all those 

who are baptized into Christôs body, the Church. These occasions for renewing this baptismal covenant 

are important because they remind 

us of this fact: that we are all 

ministers in Christôs name, that we 

have promised to live out our faith 

in a specific way, and that we have 

made these promises in the presence 

of the bishop, our worshiping 

community, and God. The fact that 

we have been able to do this during 

Eastertide, a season of renewal and 

rebirth, makes it all the more 

appropriate. As we rejoice in the 

renewed ministry of Jim, Carrol, 

and Carolyn, let us all resolve to be 

renewed in our commitment to live 

out the baptismal covenant in every 

aspect of our daily lives. 

Trinity Trumpet 
 

   May 2010 

Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 
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The Ascension of Christ by Hans Suess 

von Kulmbach (German, born about 

1480, died 1522), oil on wood. 

The Feast of the Ascension  
By Reverend Richard Pelkey 

The Christian doctrine of the Ascension holds that Jesus 

ascended to heaven in the presence of his eleven apostles 

following his resurrection, and that in heaven he sits at 

the right hand of God the Father. The story of the 

Ascension is told in Luke (24:50-51), Acts (1:1-11), 

Mark (16:19, in what is referred to as the ñLonger 

Endingò), and John (20:17). Mention of the Ascension is 

also made in several of the New Testament epistles. The 

Book of Common Prayer lists the Ascension as a 

Principal Feast of the Church (BCP 15). Its celebration 

takes precedence of any other observance that day. 

The story of the Ascension of Jesus into heaven is an 

important doctrine of the Church. It is mentioned in all 

three of the historic creeds (Nicene, Apostles, and The 

Creed of Saint Athanasius). The doctrine of the 

Ascension battles the early Gnostic and heretical beliefs 

that the body (physical matter) is bad and spirit is good. 

These beliefs developed into the idea that Jesus was 

really only spirit and that he only appeared in bodily 

form. The Ascension reaffirms the classic doctrines of 

the Incarnation, bodily resurrection of Jesus, and 

atonement. Gregory of Nazianzus (4
th
 Century bishop), 

building on the writings of Irenaeus (a late 2
nd

 Century 

bishop), wrote in a letter, ñThat which is not assumed is 

not redeemed.ò In other words, in Jesus assuming our 

humanity, God redeems us. The bodily ascension of 

Jesus into heaven confirms the redemption of humanity.  

The Feast of the Ascension has been celebrated at various times throughout history. It always has 

occurred in Eastertide, sometimes in the middle of the Easter season, sometimes in conjunction with 

Pentecost. We celebrate the Ascension 40 days after Easter, following the time set in Acts 1. All are 

invited to join us at Morning Prayer at 10:00 am, in the Chapel, on Thursday, May 13
th
, for our 

celebration of the Ascension. 

Large Print Service Bulletins and Books of Common Prayer 
We now have available large print service bulletins as well as large print BCP. The bulletins will be with 

the regular bulletins each week; and the BCP are in notebooks found on the Hospitality Center. Please see 

that the BCP are returned to the Hospitality Center each week. Also, let us know about numbers - is what 

we're doing enough or too many? There will be announcements about this in the bulletins for a few 

weeks. If you have any suggestions on where to keep the BCP on a regular basis (after a few weeks), 

contact Mary Ashcroft. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_doctrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleven_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_the_Father
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A New Commission ï Pastoral Care 
By Pam Rogers 

A family crisis, illness, death or special 

circumstance may become less overwhelming 

with prayer and a helping hand from a pastoral 

minister. Trinity is resurrecting a much needed 

ministry to work with Fathers Dave and Richard to 

provide assistance for our parishioners 

experiencing loss, isolation, loneliness, or having 

a special need such as transportation to a doctor.  

The Pastoral Care Commission (PCC), led by Pam 

Rodgers, has grouped the needs of our church 

friends into three areas: 

¶ Food and Meals  

¶ Visitation and Support  

¶ Transportation and Special Needs  

Lee Dernehl, Billie Melancon, Penny and George 

Miller, and Judy Speers will work with Pam, 

Father Dave and Richard as weekly coordinators 

to arrange assistance for members of 

Trinity. Members of the commission as well as 

others may volunteer to prepare and deliver food 

to folks recovering from illness, childbirth or 

experiencing isolation. Sharing the meal may be as 

important as the food itself to members of the 

church that have limited mobility.  

Visiting and supporting persons in hospitals and 

nursing homes, as well as those experiencing a 

loss, needing a break from care-giving and 

providing in-home communion are some of the 

many activities commission members are 

preparing to provide. Commission members and 

volunteers may also provide, on a limited basis, 

transportation to doctors, referrals to community 

resources and help with a quick home 

maintenance project.  

Training is being provided for commission 

members over the next two months. On Thursday, 

May 20,
 
from 5:30 ï 7:00pm, Father Richard is 

speaking on self-care, enabling, debriefing and 

dual relationships. Addressing feelings of guilt, 

communication within the commission and with 

clergy, and how to gracefully exit from 

inappropriate situations will be covered by Father 

Dave on Tuesday, June 15, from 5:30 ï 7:00pm. 

The PCC will meet on the fourth Tuesday of the 

month beginning in July. 

Knowing the pastoral needs of others will be 

essential to the effectiveness of our Commission. 

Please share those needs with a member of the 

commission and let us know of areas where you 

might wish to volunteer. Come help us serve our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

United Thank Offering Spring Ingathering 2010 
By Patricia Sorensen 

The UTO spring ingathering will be held May 16, during both the 8:30 and 10:30 services. Now is a good 

time to begin saying prayers of thanksgiving and placing offerings into your blue box. Blue boxes, 

envelopes and brochures are available at the display table in the Narthex.  

Last summer, in Anaheim, during the Triennial meeting of the Episcopal Church women, the delegates 

voted to award 63 grants totaling over 2 million dollars;  28 were within the United States and 35 were 

overseas.  

There are many more dollars requested than there are funds to distribute. If you are not part of the ñcircle 

of thankful peopleò will you please consider joining us to help expand this circle?ò Every day there are 

prayers and blessings in our life that can be remembered by placing money into your blue box.  

A note of interest: for the year 2009, Trinity Parishioners contributed $1,027. The United Thank Offering 

is a mission of thanksgiving and gratitude to God for the many blessings he has bestowed upon us daily. 

Thank you for your participation.  
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New Vestry Person, Ashley Harper-Oberle 
By Ken Walker 

On March 15, 2010, the Trinity Vestry unanimously voted Ashley 

Harper-Oberle as their replacement for the recently resigned Alison 

Nathan.  

Ashley is a very active member of our Parish. She currently serves on 

the Communications Commission, is a Lector, chairs our book study 

group, handles our library, and provides arts and crafts for childrenôs 

formation. 

She has been recently employed as the PR/Marketing specialist for the newly-owned Antlers Inn in 

Kingsland. Prior to this new endeavor, she spent a number of years with the now defunct, Progeny, a golf 

course construction company. She holds a BA in Marketing/PR as well as a BA in Fashion Merchandising 

from William Woods College in Fulton, Missouri.  

She is a busy mom with three sons, Jack, 13, Paxton, 12, and Alec, 9. In addition to raising her three sons, 

she enjoys reading, cooking, and taking care of one cat, one ferret, and their newest addition, a deaf Great 

Dane puppy. 

Ashley is a joy to be around and generally a fun, ambitious person. If you havenôt yet met her, please take 

a minute to do so. She is a great addition to your Vestry, and a valuable member of our church. 

Itôs Time To Talk Elections!  
By Senior Warden Mike Kimball 

Yes, again itôs time to think about whom you 

would like to elect to parish leadership for the 

coming year. Church leadership requires a 

dedicated commitment to serve and support the 

Parish. Our Vestry here at Trinity is a working 

Vestry and should you want to nominate yourself, 

or any other parishioner, the nominee must be 

willing to devote the time and effort necessary to 

fulfill the responsibilities of that position. The 

same holds true for all the other elected positions, 

as well. Your consideration should include a 

person who has demonstrated a responsible and 

exemplary Christian life, is active in parish 

activities, expresses an interest in leadership, and 

meets the following minimum requirements:  

¶ Is a confirmed Episcopalian age 18 or over and 

in good standing (ñéworks, prays, and gives 

for the spread of Godôs Kingdom.ò)  

¶ Attends worship services regularly.  

¶ Demonstrates financial commitment to the 

Parish by giving annually to the operating fund.  

¶ Regularly supports and attends Trinityôs 

activities and programs.  

¶ Is committed to Trinityôs Mission Statement.  

¶ Has been a member of Trinity for at least one 

year or has a history of involvement in a 

previous church.  

¶ Is willing to accept the position if nominated 

and elected.  

¶ The person nominated shall also subscribe to 

the declaration: ñI am persuaded that the Holy 

Scriptures contain all doctrine required as 

necessary for eternal salvation through faith in 

Jesus Christ; and I accede to the Doctrine, 

Discipline, and Worship of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church.ò  

Additionally, for Vestry membership 

¶ Will commit to attend the Vestry Retreat and 

regularly attend Vestry meetings.  

The election process will be outlined in the June 

issue of the Trumpet.  

Candidate information forms will be available in 

June for nominations to be received in the Church 

office by 12:00 pm on August 1.  

Faithfully, 

Nominating Committee - Mike Kimball, Matt 

Matula, Ashley Harper-Oberle  
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2010 EfM Graduates 
Above: Judy Speers. Below: Bill 

Laubach.  

 

Education for Ministry Graduates Two from Trinity  

By Mike Kimball and Ashley Harper-Oberle  

On Sunday, May 16 we will recognize our 2010 EfM graduates, Bill Laubach and Judy Speers.   

When asked for comments, Bill wrote: ñEfM was the most intellectually challenging experience since law 

school. Although I finished my four years with more questions 

than answers, it transformed my spiritual life. It is well worth 

the journey.ò He continued by saying that the healthy exchange 

of ideas between himself and fellow classmates and the 

incredible bonding that has taken place are his favorite 

memories. That, along with the end of year luncheons, hosted 

by Annette Watson, who Bill says knows a thing or two about 

cooking. (Can't you just see him patting his belly and 

grinning?)   

In part, Judy said, ñIôve discovered my own theology of life, 

and that Godôs kingdom is everywhere in the world. Christôs 

ministry is in everything we do. All of life is about becoming 

what God wants us to be - thatôs EfM. I recommend it!ò Judy 

shared a prayer her EfM mentor shared with her:  

Help me, help me, help me!  

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  

She says it is a favorite memory for her because she knows 

God is a very present help in time of trouble, and "being 

thankful encourages my focus on Him and His presence in my 

life."   

It has been said that faith is a journey you take with your eyes 

closed and somehow you know the way. This must be true. But 

maybe EfM allows you take the journey with a little 

navigational help - Spiritual GPS, if you will. Why donôt you 

ask Bill or Judy to point you in the right direction?  

Education for Ministry (EfM) is a four-year course where we 

study, in depth, the Old Testament, New Testament, early and 

contemporary church history, and current theological issues. 

We get to hear from Aristotle, Plato, and Augustine. We learn 

about the Crusades, monks and monasteries, the Great Flood, 

and Martin Luther. But, most of all, we learn more about 

ourselves and how we interpret how Jesus Christ led his life 

and how he wants us to lead ours.   

We will be returning nine students for the 2010/2011 year, 

which runs from early September to the end of May. 

Registration starts in June with the first seminar being held on Wednesday, September 8. We meet each 

Wednesday from 9:00am to noon at Trinity. Anyone interested in beginning their spiritual and theological 

journey please contact Mike Kimball for more details. 
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Coming Home 
By Ashley Harper~Oberle 

During the Lenten season I was sitting in the library 

reading a book to review for The Trinity Trumpet. 

The weather was gloomy and wet and I was happy to 

be in the stillness of the library.  

I headed to the kitchen for a cup of coffee. None was 

made, so I began the preparations to brew some. Ed 

Manigold was also in the kitchen trying to fix the 

oven. He was busy with his task but we exchanged 

pleasantries. Janie came in to re-heat left over soup 

from the last night's Lenten series while Richard 

retrieved his lunch from the fridge. There was a nice 

French bread left over as well and the heavy aroma 

permeated the kitchen. It was a delicious smell.  

I carried my cup of java back toward the library. I 

passed Dave, who was making his way to the kitchen 

for soup too.  

As I recall we had a productive book study that day. I 

sat at a table surrounded by people I both respect, 

and love, all engaged in interesting and enlightened 

conversations.  

Later that week I was charged with picking up the 

robes, cross, etc., for the Acolyte Festival to be held 

that Saturday in Austin. I waited of course, till the 

last moment and ended up at Trinity about 7:30 pm 

Friday night. It was a dark, but clear night and stars 

cut across the sky.  

I unlocked the door and made my way to the light 

switch and flipped on the lights. I walked the same 

hallway I had earlier in the week, in the quiet shades 

of evening. I dipped my hand into the Holy water, 

anointing my head with the cool liquid. I knelt in the 

first pew, the sun's warmth still glowing through the 

windows. I talked to my Father a while (he likes how 

we light the cross at night) before I retrieved the 

items, dimmed the lights and locked up.  

As I turned the key to lock the door, it hit me: I was 

home. HOME. Yes, I have a house. The place where 

I raise my boys, stay up late watching TCM, feed the 

pets, visit with friends, and get up early to start my 

days. It is home too. But Trinity is home. I unlock 

the door and I am comforted just being there. I am in 

my library reading books that engage my mind in the 

quiet of afternoon. I am getting a bear hug from my 

sister when I walk through the door after a crazy 

morning. I am in the kitchen making coffee while 

talking with my family about their day. I am sharing 

a repast and good conversation with my family 

around the table. I am asking Richard questions I 

know he would rather not answer. Family.  

My days are not always perfect, but I am always 

welcome at home, and my Father is always there to 

greet me. 
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Confirmation Sunday 
Upper left: Carrol Thomas, 

Bishop Harrison, and Jim 

Thomas. Upper Right: Bishop 

Harrison and Carolyn Derington. 

Middle Row: Janie Cunningham 

looking for the coffee cups, 

Ginny Wortham guarding the 

congratulatory cake, and Pam 

Rogers asking Lee Dernehl for a 

taste of the punch. Bottom: 

Father Sugeno presents gifts of 

the BCP to Carolyn Derington, 

and Jim and Carrol Thomas.  

 

 

 

 


