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From the Rector 
By Reverend David Sugeno  

ñJesus replied, óWho is my mother, and who are my brothers?ôò -Matthew 12: 48. 

I have been thinking a great deal of late about what it is to be fam-

ily.  

As I write this, Amy and I are preparing to fly to Colombia to 

adopt a 13 month old boy named Samuel.  We have never met him.  

We know very little about him.  He is unrelated to us by blood, and 

has lived all of his young life a continent away from us.  Yet, in 

spite of all this, we have already begun to think of him as our son.  

God willing, by the middle of June, we will be finished with our 

lengthy adoption process, and this will be a legal reality. 

Adopting a child is a great blessing, both for the child, and for the 

parents adopting.   Amy and I have long desired to have children, 

and this is a wonderful way for us to achieve that wish.  The fact 

that Samuel has none of our genetic material will make him no less 

our son. 

This is a good reminder of the true nature of kinship.  Amy and I 

are both very much of the belief that kinship goes way beyond the 

traditional blood ties.  We believe that we are all members of the human family, and regard all peoples 

of all countries, cultures, races and religions to be our brothers and sisters. 

Within this human family, there are smaller categories of kinship.  Jesus alluded to this when he posed 

this infamous question to the crowds that came out to hear him.  On learning that his mother and broth-

ers wished to speak to him, he asked ñWho is my mother, and who are my brothers?ò  Answering this 

rhetorical question himself, he pointed to his disciples, and said, ñHere are my mother and my brothers!  

For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and motherò. 

We who have chosen to be Christôs followers here at Trinity Episcopal Church are truly kin, mothers, 

sisters, brothers, bound in our humanity and united through our faith and our service to Christ.  May we 

find those familial bonds to be ever stronger, may we grow in affection for one another, that we may 

more perfectly do ñthe will of the Fatherò here in Marble Falls.  And may we all rejoice in the addition 

of a new member into that family. 

Peace, 

Dave 

  June 2010 

Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 

Trinity Trumpet 



 Trinity Trumpet  June 2010 ï Page 2 

 
New Members Jim and Carrol Thomas  
by Ken Walker 

Weôre very pleased to welcome Jim and Car-

rol Thomas as new members of Trinity. 

Jim was born in Detroit, Michigan and, in 

addition to Texas, has lived in Virginia, Flor-

ida, Maryland, Minnesota and Mississippi. As 

these multiple locations might tell you, Jim 

retired from the Air Force in 1994 after 22 

years of service. 

Carrol was born at Walter Reed Hospital in 

Washington, D.C. Along with her three sis-

ters, she was raised in a childrenôs home in 

St. Louis, Mo. In addition to Texas, she has 

lived in Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio, Georgia, 

and New York. 

They moved to the Highland Lakes shortly 

after getting married in 2001. They fell in love with the area because of the laid back life style, the 

lakes, the hills, the people, the lack of traffic (until recently) and, of course, their passion, playing 

golf. 

Jim has a degree in anthropology from Michigan State University in addition to an MA in Occupa-

tional Therapy from Western Michigan University. Although semi-retired, Jim works in the rehab 

department at Granite Mesa Nursing Home. He has two children and three grandchildren, ages 12, 

14 and 18, all of whom live in Wichita Falls, TX. 

Carrol received her RN degree from New Mexico Junior College in Hobbs, New Mexico. 

Also semi-retired, she has worked as an ER nurse at Seton Highland Lakes Hospital for the past 9 

years. Carrol has two sons and two grandchildren, ages 9 and 7. One son lives in Georgetown, and 

the other in Tomball. 

At home, they enjoy their two dogs, Butter, a cocker spaniel, and, Peewee, a 4 pound Pomeranian 

who thinks heôs a Pit Bull. In fact they tell the story of a visit to a daughterôs home when Pee Wee 

backed down her 150 pound Rotweiller, aptly named Tank. 

In their leisure, both enjoy all types of sports. When growing up in Michigan, Jim says that youôre 

automatically an ice hockey fan and, as such, he played on the MSU ice hockey team as a freshman. 

These days, they enjoy being spectators for softball, bowling, basketball, ice hockey, and college 

football, especially the U of T Longhorns. 

Their past church affiliations included Jimôs membership at First Presbyterian Church in Biloxi, 

Mississippi, and Carrolôs membership at First Christian Church in Wichita Falls, TX. 

When asked what activities interest them at Trinity, they state that as new members, theyôre just 

waiting to see where God leads them. So, please take a moment to introduce yourselves to this very 

diverse and interesting couple. 

From all of us, WELCOME TO TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH! 

Carrol Thomas, Bishop Dena Harrison, and Jim Thomas 

at their confirmation in April. 
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Itôs Time To Talk Elections!  
By Senior Warden Mike Kimball 

Q:  How does one get nominated for an elected 

position at Trinity? 

A:  Nominations for elected positions at Trinity 

are received in two ways: 

a. Vestry nominating committee nominates a 

slate 

b. Parish members nominate candidates, in-

cluding self-nominations 

Q:  What elected positions are open? 

A:  3 Vestry positions (3 year term) 

      1 Trustee (2 year term) 

      1  Council delegate (3 year term) 

 2 Alternate Council delegates (1 year term)  

Q:  How do I nominate someone for an elected 

position? 

A:  Prayerfully seek a nominee who must agree 

to serve by having his or her name submit-

ted.  A nomination form, available in the Nar-

thex or church office, must be completed and 

submitted to a member of the Nominating 

Committee or placed in the Nomination Box in 

the church office.  

Q:  Who verifies qualifications of the nomi-

nees? 

A:  The Rector  

Q:  What are the qualifications needed to serve 

as a Vestry member? 

A: Trinityôs Vestry is a working Vestry, requir-

ing commitment, attendance and dedicated ef-

fort and time to fulfill the responsibilities of the 

leadership position. 

¶ Confirmed Episcopalian, age 18 or over, 

and in good standing at Trinity Episcopal 

Church 

¶ Attends worship services regularly 

¶ Demonstrates financial commitment to 

Trinity by giving annually to the Operating 

Fund 

¶ Committed to Trinityôs Mission:  to follow 

Christ through the ministries of worship, 

teaching and service 

¶ Supports, with attendance and commitment, 

the activities and programs at Trinity 

¶ Member of Trin-

ity for at least one 

year or has a his-

tory of previous 

involvement in an 

Episcopal parish 

or mission 

¶ Must subscribe to 

the declaration:  I 

am persuaded that 

the Holy Scrip-

tures contain all 

doctrine required as necessary for eternal 

salvation through faith in Jesus Christ; and 

I accede to the Doctrine, Discipline, and 

worship of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church. 

¶ Commit to attend Vestry Retreat and regu-

larly scheduled monthly and called Vestry 

meetings 

¶ Will accept position if nominated and 

elected 

Q:  Are all qualified nominees placed on the 

ballot? 

A:  Yes   

Q:  What dates are involved in the election 

process? 

A:  Candidate information forms for nomina-

tions will be available at the beginning of 

June.  Completed forms must be returned to the 

church office by noon, July 25, 2010. 

¶ Candidates will be presented to the parish at 

the 10:30 service on Sunday, September 12. 

¶ Ballots will be mailed to all parishioners 

who are qualified to vote (over 16 years old 

and a member in good standing) on Septem-

ber 15. 

¶ Ballots must be returned to the church of-

fice by 12:00 noon on October 1. 

On October 1, the Vestry Nominating Commit-

tee will count votes, notify elected candidates, 

and post results on the church bulletin board 

and on the Trinity website.  In addition, results 

will be announced in the Sunday service bulle-

tin and the November Trumpet. 
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Rambling Revelations  

By Ashley Harper~Oberle   

I walked into a bar the other night to meet a friend for her 

birthday. (Yes, I know it is cliché to start this story with "an 

Episcopalian walks into a baré" but I got your interest, did-

n't I?) I ordered a bloody Mary and watched the bartender 

work. She took amazing care with my drink: she chose a 

frosted glass, rubbed the rim and belly with a fresh lime, 

filled it with ice and added ice-cold Grey Goose vodka. She 

carefully added the bloody Mary "mix" (a secre t concoction 

using farm-grown ingredients, I was told) and proceeded to 

add fresh garlic, Worcestershire sauce, Tabasco and pepper. 

She garnished the top with a bleu-cheese stuffed olive, pick-

led okra and a jalapeño. It was absolute perfection. 

I've noticed in my life I find God everywhere. Literally, He 

is in all things. "A bloody Mary," you ask? Absolutely. I had only one drink that night and I actually 

think I enjoyed her making the drink as much as the imbibing. What if we always took that much care 

in our daily lives? What if we looked on everything in our world as a way to further our relationship 

with our Father? 

(Continued on page 8) 

Letter to the Parish 

May 30, 2010 

To the parishioners of Trinity, 

As you all probably know, our time with Fr. Richard is scheduled to come to an end on June 30.  

Richard started his search process back in the fall, and has had several churches contact him in their 

search process.  At this time, unfortunately, he has yet to receive a call to a new parish.  Due to current 

economic conditions this is a very difficult time for a priest searching for a parish.  But Richard re-

mains optimistic that God will place him where he is supposed to be. 

In the event Richard has not received a call prior to June 30, the vestry in consultation with Rev. Dave 

has agreed to offer Richard a half time position at half pay for a period up to but not to exceed three 

months (i.e., through September 30).  This will benefit Richard and his family by providing them a 

little ñsafety netò as Richard continues in his search process.  This will also, of course, benefit Trinity, 

as we enjoy the benefits of Richardôs ministry with us for a short time longer. 

Please keep Fr. Richard in your prayers as he continues his search in these difficult times. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Mike Kimball                       The Trinity Vestry                      The Rev. David S. Sugeno 

Senior Warden                                                                          Rector 


