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From the Rector 
By Reverend David Sugeno  

I am writing this on June 21, the longest day of the year, and the official first day of summer. Official 

designation aside, most of us would agree that summer has been 

here in central Texas for awhile now, and will go on for quite 

awhile. 

We are also a month or so into the season of Pentecost, which 

can sometimes feel as long and featureless as a Texas summer. 

Easter, like spring, is a distant memory, as we have settled into 

ordinary time, the long green season. This time of year, tradition-

ally, is a time of relative inactivity for most parishes. Programs 

are often cut back. People go on vacation, and Sunday morning 

attendance tends to dwindle.  

Though I do not, of course, condone taking time off from church, 

I think that the season of Pentecost is a real gift. We have just 

come off of a very busy time in the life of our churchðfrom 

Lent to Holy Week, to Easter, to Ascension Day and Pentecost 

and Trinity Sunday, we are leaving a very active liturgical pe-

riod, and entering one of relative stasis. This season gives us 

some time to rest and recharge our batteries. 

It also gives us time to reflect on what it is to live as a follower of Christ. Though the church has its 

times of feast and celebration, it is in our everyday lives that the Christmas, Easter, and Pentecostal cele-

brations are really lived out. This lengthy season we are now in gives us the opportunity to set aside dis-

tractions, and concentrate on putting our faith into practice. The incredible remembrances of our great 

Christian celebrations are also the ordinary stuff of the everyday life of the Christian disciple. We are 

not in the season of Advent, yet we always live our everyday lives in preparation for Christôs return. We 

are not in the season of Christmas, yet we recall Godôs incarnation among us, and the incredible love 

that was shown by this incarnation, and we live our lives trying to share the good news of that love. We 

are not in Epiphany, yet we continue to be a light to the world, to live our lives in a way that makes 

Christ manifest. We are not in Lent, yet we are mindful of our mortal and sinful nature, living our lives 

in humility. We are not in Holy Week, yet we recall Christôs passion on our behalf, and live our lives in 

gratitude for his incredible sacrifice. We are not in Eastertide, yet we remember that Christ has freed us 
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from the power of death, and we live our lives without fear of deathôs shadow.  

As you make plans for this summer, plan on making regular church attendance a part of your 

schedule. When the Holy Spirit descended on Pentecost, it was not just for a dayðit remains with 

us still. Come be a part of our worship this summer and rejoice in the power of that Spirit. You 

may even find that it strengthens you for the everyday service of our Lord. 

ELECTION PROCESS AT TRINITY  

By Senior Warden Mike Kimball 

GATHERING RECOMMENDATIONS: This provides the Parish 

an opportunity for involvement in recommending persons for Parish 

leadership who meet the qualifications and have expressed an inter-

est to serve. 

COMPLETING FORM FOR VESTRY LEADERSHIP: The 

Nominating Committee asks all persons who are recommended for 

Vestry to complete an information form so that it can be published, 

with a photograph, for all parishioners to read and study. This will 

ensure the voters are well informed. Before you recommend some-

one for any position, you must have the personôs permission; that is, 

they would agree to serve if nominated and elected. All recommendations and forms are to be turned 

in to the church office by 12:00 noon on Sunday, July 25. 

NOMINATING: The Nominating Committee is made up of the three Vestry members serving their 

final year on the Vestry. This year Mike Kimball, Chair, serves with Matt Matula and Ashley Harper-

Oberle. Consideration for persons recommended for Vestry includes an evaluation of their meeting 

qualifications and includes reflection of characteristics of a Vestry member for each candidate. Three 

positions are open annually for new Vestry members. 

INFORMING VOTERS:  

In the September Trumpet all persons nominated will be listed and a short article will be included for 

each Vestry nominee, based on their information sheet. The parish will meet all nominees in person 

during the 8:30 and 10:30 services on Sunday, September 12. There will be no nominations from the 

floor at that time. In addition to Vestry nominations, nominations will be offered for Trustee for the 

Trinity Endowment Fund, Diocesan Council Delegate, and Diocesan Council Alternates. 

VOTING: On September 15, ballots will be mailed to all parishioners who are qualified to vote (over 

16 years of age and a member in good standing). Ballots must be returned to the church office by noon 

on October 1. The Nominating Committee will count the votes on that date, will contact the persons 

elected and will post the information on the church bulletin board. 

ANNOUNCING:  The names of the elected will be announced in the church bulletin and will be pub-

lished in the November Trumpet. 
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New Member Samuel Sugeno 
by Reverend David Sugeno 

ñShe named him Samuel, for she said óI have asked him of the Lordôò. 

-1 Samuel, 1:20 

Samuel Carlos Francisco Sugeno was born 

April 16, 2009, to a young woman from 

Urrao, Colombia. His mother loved him 

very much; so much that she determined 

that she could not provide him with the 

kind of life that she wanted him to have, 

and so she made an excruciatingly difficult 

decision; to give him up in the hopes that 

he might be placed with a family that 

could give him the kind of love and atten-

tion that she wanted to give him, but felt 

she could not. So it was that several days 

after his birth, Samuel was brought to La 

Casita de Nicolas, an orphanage in Medel-

lin, the second largest city in Colombia. 

With a population of about 3.5 million, 

this is a large, modern city in a valley up in 

the mountains. Samuel spent the first year of his life in this orphanage where he was extremely well 

cared for, and given much affection by his caregivers there. Though he has not commented directly on 

this first year, his affectionate nature and cheerful disposition speak well to the quality of life he enjoyed 

at Casita Nicolas. 

On the morning of May 18, 2010, a day which seemed like any other to Samuel, one of his caregivers 

dressed him with what seemed like extra care, and instead of taking him to his play area, carried him 

across the street to where many of the staff were gathered, along with two complete strangers. Samuel 

found himself thrust into the arms of these strangers, who for some reason seemed to love him as though 

they had known him his whole life. Though he found this experience to be very unsettling, he decided 

these strangers seemed like okay people, and after awhile Samuel even fell asleep in the manôs arms. 

Samuel awoke to find himself in a completely strange place, a hotel room with these strange people, a 

very frightening experience, needless to say. Worse, these people spoke in complete gibberish. Unable to 

understand why his world had suddenly been turned upside down, Samuel spent much of his time crying 

and grieving his old friends, but he eventually learned to trust these two strangers, and even became 

somewhat fond of them. This was a good thing, for Samuelôs adventures were just beginning. In the 

weeks that followed, the man to whom he had become attached suddenly disappeared. The woman was 

to take him onto a strange flying machine to another even larger city, then eventually fly him to a town a 

continent away called Round Mountain, with a population of 111. This was quite a change from the city 

of Medellin! 

Now a resident of Round Mountain for several weeks, Samuel continues to acquaint himself with his 

new family. He is becoming more and more affectionate with the strange couple who took him away 


