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Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 

Trinity Trumpet 

September Will Be a Busy Month at Trinity 

The front page news for September is to let everyone know 

that summer vacation is over and to make everyone aware of 

all thatôs happening this month at Trinity. Here are the high-

lights: 

Fellowship Sunday - 9/12 

Fellowship Sunday, September 12th, initiates Trinityôs fall 

programs and activities, and candidates for elected office will 

be introduced to the parish. There will only be one service at 

10am followed by a potluck brunch. Please bring a pot-luck 

dish of meat, vegetable, salad or dessert, and join the fun. 

Reverend Pelkey Celebration - 9/19 

On Sunday, September 19, we will have a celebration of Rev. Richard Pelkeyôs ministry with us. On that day 

Richard will preach and preside, and we will have the opportunity to thank him for his work and ministry here 

at Trinity. Please plan on attending church on September 19 as we prepare with sad but grateful hearts to send 

Rev. Richard to the next ministry which awaits him. 

New Service Schedule - 9/19 

The new schedule with services at 8am and 10:30am will begin on September 19th. Sunday school for children 

will begin at 9:15 until 10:15. Children will be dismissed to attend the 10:30 service with parents. At the se-

quence hymn, children will move to the back of the church and follow the cross to chapel. They will return to 

church for communion.  

Start of Debt Reduction Campaign - 9/26 

The campaign ñTrinity's Future Without Debtò will be initiated on September 26th. 

Lay Leadership Elections - Start on 9/15 

Ballots will be mailed to all parishioners who are qualified to vote (over 16 years old and a member in good 

standing) on September 15. Ballots must be returned to the church office by 12:00 noon on October 1. Candi-

dates are as follows: 

Vestry: Ashley Harper-Oberle, Bob Link, Rod Miller 

Council Delegate: Micki Hudson 

Alternate Council Delegate: Mike Kimball 

Trustee: Carolyn Derington 
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From the Rector 
By Reverend David Sugeno  

ñDo not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 

it.ò -Hebrews 13: 2 

You will all have noticed by now that we have changed our worship bulle-

tins quite a bit this past month. Whereas previously our bulletins simply 

provided page numbers to help worshipers follow along in the Book of 

Common Prayer and the Hymnal, virtually the entire service is now in our 

bulletins, aside from hymns. 

This change was discussed in the Worship Commission and approved. Ul-

timately, I had to approve this change, and I did so heartily, for one pri-

mary reason; the Book of Common Prayer, while one of the most beautiful 

worship resources ever compiled, is not terribly user friendly. Visitors to 

our church often have a difficult time appreciating the beauty of our lit-

urgy, because they are having so much difficulty juggling books, and try-

ing to figure out what page we are on. 

When I was growing up, it was an assumption that most people worshiping in our churches had been 

raised as Episcopalians. It was assumed that everyone could follow along with the service just fine; 

most of us, in fact, had everything memorized. Those days, in my opinion, are long gone. For good or 

ill, a great number of people in our country today have little or no experience with any faith tradition at 

all, let alone the rather formal way in which we Episcopalians worship. It is our goal to reach as many of 

these people as we can, people who have no church, yet have that deep thirst for God that is planted in 

each of us by our creator. When these pilgrims visit our church, I believe it is vital that we facilitate 

their worship as much as we are able. To me, this is a very important hospitality issue. 

There are, of course, drawbacks to the new format. One is cost. According to my calculations, the added 

cost of the new bulletins will be around $230 a year. Another concern is the environmental impact of the 

additional paper which we are using. Still another is that we may become disconnected from the Book 

of Common Prayer, and all the wonderful resources it contains besides our Sunday morning worship. 

We weighed all these concerns, and decided that it was still for the best to go to the new format. Janie 

Cunningham has worked hard on the new bulletins, and I am grateful for the wonderful job she has 

done. I pray that they will help to render our beautiful liturgy just a little more accessible to those who 

are unfamiliar with our church. 

Now that we have made our service a little easier for visitors to follow, the next step is up to youð

invite a friend to come worship with us one Sunday! Iôm sure they will agree that, no matter what the 

format, we Episcopalians have some of the most beautiful worship there is. 

Blessings, 

Dave 
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Lay Leadership Elections 
By Reverend David Sugeno 

Hopefully all of you have taken the time to read the excellent articles that have been published in the 

Trumpet the past couple of months regarding our parish elections, and have some idea of the process be-

hind these elections. For those of you who do not, it is really quite simple - the nominating committee, 

which consists of the three outgoing vestrymembers (in this case Mike Kimball, Matt Matula, and Ashley 

Harper-Oberle) puts together a list of candidates, including those who are nominated by the parishioners 

using the nomination forms which were available in the narthex during June and July. As always, we had 

many excellent nominations this year, but for one reason or another, many of those who were nominated 

felt they would be unable to serve at this time. At the end of the nominating period, we had three vestry 

nominees for three vestry slots, two council delegate nominees for two slots, and one trustee nominee. 

While this is probably not ideal, sometimes this is just the way things turn out. I am sure that you will 

agree with me that we have a wonderful slate of candidates, and could not do any better even if there 

were a huge list to choose from. In the future, it will be my goal to have more candidates than there are 

available positions so that it is absolutely clear that the vestry is elected by the parish, not hand-picked by 

the rector, but in a parish this size, that will not always be possible. If you have any questions at all re-

garding the election process, as always, my office door is open. 

 

 

Back To School 

The start of the new school year is also the time when Trinityôs Ministry and 

Outreach Commission makes an annual gift to the public school nurses in our 

community. Madeleine Manigold (center) explains the program and presents this 

yearôs checks to school nurses Jan Tomison from MF Elementary and Allyson 

Black from Spicewood Elementary.  
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Rambling Revelations  
By Ashley Harper~Oberle  

I have often wondered if people thought God had 

an Alan Funt-type camera on them all the time if 

they would behave better? The thing is: He does. 

What part of "ALL seeing, ALL knowing" leaves 

any doubt?  

Don't misunderstand, even though I know He is 

watching I still make bad decisions. I make them 

knowing they are not the best judgment. I make 

them all the time, I can't help myself... However, 

for all of those questionable calls, I try to double 

the better ones. Seems fair.  

This year marks the ninth year since the twin tow-

ers fell under a terrorist attack we never imagined. 

We were living 40 minutes out of Boston then. My 

husband was due to fly out of Logan that day. I 

spent until Halloween in my pjs. I'm not kidding. 

God nudged me up and at óem that morning, en-

couraging me that seeing all the children in their 

costumes at the boys' day school would do me 

good.  

I went grudgingly. I saw pirates, Dracula, Tinker-

bell, witches, clowns... I'll admit, I started to feel 

like myself again. Then I noticed two kids not in 

costume. I strolled over and casually asked their 

mother Dharma, who was in full burka, "why no 

costumes?" She looked me square in the eye and 

replied, "Right now, just being Muslim seems scary 

enough." She was right.  

I watched in the days, weeks, and months that fol-

lowed people behave in ways that abhorred me. A 

man wearing cleric dress waiting on his car at the 

Midas having hot coffee thrown in his face, people 

asking the woman at the convenience store if she 

were a "sleeper cell"...people behaving badly.  

I also saw compassion and love and extraordinary 

kindness in the days that followed and I still notice 

it today amidst the turmoil as the world continues 

to spin. A man who is hungry is fed, a woman who 

is beaten up (and beaten down) is welcomed to a 

safe place where she and her children can rest with-

out worry, firefighters still rush in burning build-

ings when they 

should be run-

ning out... Peo-

ple lend their 

shoulders to cry 

on, their ears to 

listen, their 

eyes to under-

stand those 

who are hurt-

ing. They use 

their mouths to 

speak words of 

kindness to 

even a stranger, which may be the difference be-

tween life and death- and yes, it can be just that 

simple. 

There is a song by Amy Grant called Better Than a 

Hallelujah, it's lyrics are this:  

"God loves a lullaby in a motherôs tears in the dead 

of night,  

Better than a Hallelujah sometimes.  

God loves a drunkardôs cry, the soldierôs plea not to 

let him die,  

Better than a Hallelujah sometimes. 

We pour out our miseries, God just hears a mel-

ody... 

Beautiful the mess we are, the honest cries, of 

breaking hearts,  

Are better than a Hallelujah 

A woman holding on for life, a dying man giving 

up the fight, 

Are better than a Hallelujah sometimes.  

Tears of shame for whatôs been done,  

The silence when the words wonôt come,  

Are better than a Hallelujah sometimes.  

We pour out our miseries, God just hears a mel-

ody... 

Beautiful the mess we are, the honest cries, of 

breaking hearts,  

Are better than a Hallelujah 

Better than a church bell ringing, 

Better than a choir singing out, singing out 

(Continued on page 5) 
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WHO AM I?  
By Carl Ragsdale 

(1)  I was a Galilean fisherman.  

(2) Jesus of Nazareth called me and my brother to follow him and we did so immedi-

ately and without question. (Mark 1:19 -20) 

(3) I was among three Apostles who witnessed Jesusõ transfiguration on Mount Her-
mon. He appeared to us in radiant glory and was talking to Moses and Elijah.  (Matt 

17:2 -3) 

(4) Jesus called my brother and me Boanerges  which means Sons of Thunder . (Mark  

3:14 -19)    

(5) My mother came and kneeled before Jesus and asked him if my brother and I 

might be seated next to him in his kingdom.ó (Matt 20:20 -23)  

(6) When our Lord Jesus was crucified he saw his mother Mary and the disciple 

whom he loved standing beside her. He said to his mother, òWoman, here is your 

son.ó Then he said to me, òHere is your mother.ó (John 19:26 -27 )                                                 

(7) The theme of my Gospel is: Jesus is divine God; òYou have seen me, you have 

seen the Father.ó (John 14:8 -11) A thread that runs throughout this narrative is that 

you must believe. I used the word believe  64 times in my Gospel.  

(8) I was known as the Beloved Disciple . 

 

WHO AM I? Find out next month in the Trumpet.  

(July Answer: Jezebel) 

We pour out our miseries, God just hears a melody, 

Beautiful the mess we are, the honest cries of breaking hearts,  

Are better than a Hallelujah" 

I love that. 'We pour out our miseries, God just hears a melody...' So remember that as you go through 

this life and these moments that pass. We ARE on the "God Show" and the cameras are always on... Let 

us make it a symphony of help, care, love, encouragement, laughter and hope. But if not, well He hears 

the beauty in it all and He is always re-working the notes. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Trinityôs Former Seminarians - Where 

Are They Now? 
By Kevin Dellaria 

I graduated from the Seminary of the Southwest 

in Austin in May 2008. Later that month I ac-

cepted a call to serve as Assistant Rector at Trin-

ity Episcopal Church in Victoria, TX, in the Dio-

cese of West Texas. While in Victoria, Donna 

took a position in Victoria as a counselor in a 

drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility, while 

Lillian began attending pre-school. During my 

time at Trinity Victoria, I focused primarily on 

adult Christian formation and pastoral care, while 

also working closely with our church school 

(Trinity Episcopal School). In 2009 I also served 

on the Insurance and Nominating Committees for 

the Diocese of West Texas. 

On January 6, 2009 (the Feast of the Epiphany), 

Donna and I discovered that we were pregnant 

with our second child. She was born on Septem-

ber 3, 2009, and we named her ñTrinity Caro-

lineò: Trinity after (you guessed it) Trinity Mar-

ble Falls and Trinity Victoria, the first two par-

ishes I served, and Caroline after my dad 

(Charles) and the ñCaroline Divinesò, a famous set of Anglican theologians. 

In August of 2009, Bishop Gary Lillibridge asked me to consider interviewing for the Rectorôs position at St. 

Andrewôs Episcopal Church in Seguin, Texas. By the end of the month, the parish issued a call, and with 

Donnaôs consent, I accepted. Because of Trinityôs impending birth we delayed moving for a while, and stayed 

in Victoria through October. On November 1, 2009, the Feast of All Saints, I baptized our new daughter, and 

said farewell to Trinity Episcopal Church. 

I began serving at St. Andrewôs Episcopal Church in Seguin on November 15, 2009. Donna has been able to 

stay at home and care for the kids, Lillian is in K-3 class at a wonderful day school, and Trinity is quickly 

moving into toddler-hood. 

I have found the challenge of being a rector to be significantly beyond that of being an assistant. The impor-

tance of doing quality teaching, preaching and pastoral care goes significantly up, while the time to commit to 

those things is reduced. Itôs a whole new world of planning and organization . . . but I am loving every minute 

of it. 

[Trinity Marble Falls wishes Kevin and his family every success and happiness. It is so great to hear about the 

Dellaria family since his leaving Trinity in 2008. Blessings on Kevin and his wonderful family.] 

The Reverend Kevin Dellaria with wife Donna, daughters  

Trinity Caroline and Lillian  
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The Trumpeteer  
Editorôs note: This is the twelfth article in a series about 

the dedicated people working with Trinityôs children. This 

month our writer, Elizabeth Isaack, has targeted her grandmother, Lee Dernehl. Our thanks to these dedi-

cated teachers and to Elizabeth for taking time to let us all get to know them better.  

Miss Lee grew up on a farm in Stratham, New Hampshire. She had two 

brothers and one sister. They all helped their dad around the farm. Miss 

Lee loved exploring the woods and would build houses out of old stone 

walls. During the winter she and her siblings would go ice skating on the 

pond in the forest and the river in town. They would also love to go tobog-

ganing down the big hill across the street. When it got warm again Miss 

Lee would bike around the small country town she lived in with her 

friends. She would also spend summers with her family ñgunk holingò 

along the coast of Maine in their sailboat. Gunk holing means that you go 

to different little coves and drop anchor. On their farm they had cats, dogs, 

pigs, chickens, and a horse. Miss Lee was confirmed at the Christ Episco-

pal Church in Exeter, New Hampshire. 

Miss Lee thinks that now kids donôt have as much freedom as she had 

growing up. When she was growing up she could bike around town with-

out anyone worrying about her. 

Miss Lee has three children, Alicia, James and Jason. She also has a son 

in law, Ed and two granddaughters, Elizabeth and Sarah Isaack. Miss Lee 

loves children and helping at church. She especially likes to discuss the 

bible and God with the children. 

Miss Lee works full time from her home, but in her spare time likes to 

read spiritual books, hike 

in the state parks, go on walks with her lab mix, Shadow, 

and spend time with her granddaughters. Miss Lee also has 

a cat named Sylvie who is 14 years old. One day Shadow 

did something that put him on the naughty list. The first 

Christmas Miss Lee had Shadow he ate a WHOLE BOX 

OF CHOCOLATES!!! WRAPPERS AND ALL!!! After 

that Shadow had a big tummy ache. Miss Lee likes to go 

with her two granddaughters in the summer to her little cot-

tage on the coast of Maine. She likes to do her Meals-on-

Wheels every Thursday. 

Miss Leeôs favorite verses are John 8:12 and Philippians 

4:13. Her favorite hymn is Amazing Grace. She says that if 

we put our faith in God he will give us strength and light 

our way. And how right she is. 


