
  Trinity Trumpet  October 2011 ï Page   

 
October 2011 

Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 

Trinity Trumpet 

 

Blessing of 

the Animals 

2011 



  Trinity Trumpet  October 2011 ï Page 2 

 

I have just returned to my office after a few days 

spent at my alma mater, the Episcopal Theological 

Seminary of the Southwest.  Every year the alumni 

plan and host the Blandy Lectures. It is sort of a 

homecoming weekend; alumni gather from all over 

the country to hear the lectures, to reconnect with 

one another, and to learn about the different joys 

and challenges we face in our varied ministries.  It 

is always a good educational opportunity, and a lot 

of fun. 
 

Our speaker this year was Brother Curtis Almquist, 

a former parish priest who is now a member of the 

Society of St. John the Evangelist, a monastic  

community in Massachusetts.  It was a different 

kind of Blandy lecture; often these are very  

scholarly and academic, this one was much more 

quiet and spiritual.   
 

Brother Curtis spent much of his time talking about 

quiet and stillness, qualities you might expect to be 

highly valued by someone who spends his life in a 

monastic community which spends much of its 

time in silence and prayer.  This voice from the 

monastery spoke very powerfully to the audience, 

most of whom were parish priests. 
 

Curtisô reminder of the importance of stillness and 

silence was a real gift to me, at a time when I really 

needed to hear this very counter-cultural message.  

Most of you know that I am a strong believer in the 

importance of silence, but, like everyone, I some-

times fail to practice what I preach.  I know how 

vital it is for us to still ourselves, to listen for the 

voice of God which is always there, speaking to us 

beneath the busy-ness of the chaotic lives we     

create for ourselves.  I believe we must take time to 

reconnect not only with God, but with ourselves, 

and that we cannot do this if we are constantly 

rushing around doing things, trying to accomplish 

as many tasks as humanly possible every waking 

hour of every day of our 

lives. 
 

I am not always such a 

great role model in this 

regard, allowing myself 

to fall into that trap that 

so often captures clergy-

people; thinking that the 

Kingdom of God de-

pends on us and our 

work in order to come 

about.  So we rush 

around from one thing 

to another, having meetings, writing sermons, visit-

ing people in hospitals, setting up classes, planning 

programs, even writing newsletter articles.   
 

This is all work that needs to be done.  But it    

cannot be done faithfully if we allow ourselves to 

become disconnected from the one we serve, and 

we cannot maintain that connection if we do not 

take time to nurture it, if we drown out Godôs often 

still small voice with our own self-important   

agenda. 
 

The same thing goes for you, no matter what you 

do, no matter where you are in life.  Part of your 

Christian work is discernment, seeking Godôs will, 

so that you may faithfully follow Godôs agenda, 

not your own.  May we all here at Trinity, who are 

working so hard for the Kingdom of God, never 

fail to find time for quiet, as individuals and as a 

community, so that our work may never stray from 

Godôs desire for us. 

 

Blessings, 

Dave 

From the Rector 

Adult Education--Exploring the Holy Trinity 

On October 16, 23, and 30, adult education will explore the complicated theology of the Holy Trinity.  

We will learn the history of Trinitarian doctrine, scriptural bases, and recent theological developments.  

We will take time to talk about the three persons of the Trinity as well as the Trinity as a unified whole.  

Join us as we learn more about our churchôs namesake in the multipurpose classroom from 9:15-10:15, 

Sunday mornings. 
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September 18 Fellowship Sunday Parish Potluck 

By Ashley Harper-Oberle 

Fellowship Sunday is such a time of joy within Trinity's walls, and this year was no exception! There 

was much work to be done for the potluck in setting up, serving, cleaning up and leaving the church how 

we found it. Our appreciation goes to the Parish Life Commission for their tireless work. Extra special 

thanks to Penny & George Miller, Ann Ragsdale, Ginny & Mike Wortham, Tom Ashcroft, Kathi Walker, 

Pat & Dave Sorensen, Pam & Bob Link, Judy Bailey, Janis Koby, Madeleine Manigold and Gloria     

Lomax.  Thank you to all who brought delicious homemade treats (and Bluebonnet Cafe pies). We are 

blessed to have such fine chefs in our midst. I doubt anyone went home hungry! Let us remember to cele-

brate our fellowship every day and be thankful for such fine people to call our parish family.  

Lucia Gurley loves babies! 

Lee Roose & Janie Cunningham 

Bob Link, Bruce Lomax, Abbi Breckwoldt & 

Sally Nelson visit with 2 of our favorite young ladies. 

Deanna & Bill Bradshaw behind Diane and Pete Smith 
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 DOG BLESS YOU 

By Teri Kimball 

 

OK, Iôll admitéI LOVE Facebook!  I still will not admit to being a 

ñFacebook Junkieò, but I do love it.  I love getting to see where Gil 

Jones has been riding his bike, seeing Ann Ragsdaleôs quote of the 

day, and especially all of the pictures of my nieces and nephews, 

who live all over the country!  But another thing I  enjoy  is        

discovering some wonderful, out of the ordinary, organizations. 

One such organization is ñDog Bless You.ò  
 

Every day they post a wonderful picture of a fanôs pet.  This week 

features dog noses.  Do you have a picture of your dogôs nose???? 

If you havenôt noticed they are very cute.  Some are flat, some long, some skinny; some faté.the list 

goes on and on.  ñLuckyò, a Golden Retriever, is the official mascot of the site.  He travels the world 

promoting explore, a nonprofit multimedia project that showcases the positive works of    non-profits 

through documentary films and photography.   
 

Over Independence Day weekend they paired up with ñPets for Vetsò a nonprofit group that supplies 

our wounded veterans with service dogs. These dogs are rescued from shelters and trained to be loving 

companions to veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, a leading cause of suicide,  

family abuse, addiction and depression. Companion animals can significantly improve mental and 

physical health.  Just by pressing the ñLIKEò button, Pets for Vets received sponsorship to train twelve 

service dogs. As easy as thaté Just by pressing ñLIKEòé.well, maybe I am a ñJunkieò, but I did my 

part! 
 

This past Sunday Trinity celebrated Saint Francis with our annual ñBlessing of the Animalsò.  Our pets 

provide us with companionship, unconditional love, and comfort during the worst of our days.  Just 

running your fingers through their fur can bring the most calming effect. They entertain us with their 

funny antics. They bring joy to our lives in too many ways to count. God blessed you by bringing them 

into your life, so hereôs hoping you brought them to Trinity,  Sunday, October 2, for God to bless them! 

Teriôs dog, Cookie 

What does Stewardship Mean to You? 
 

 

Well, stewardship means different things to        

different people. To some folks it means itôs time to 

fill out a pledge card, to some it means taking care 

of the earth that God gave us, to others it might 

mean giving generously to charities, and to others it 

might be taking care of their health. Yes, there are 

lots of ways we can show how we are stewards of 

what God gave us. You probably remember         

Father Daveôs Lenten series two years ago, which 

showed us many different ways to demonstrate that 

we are stewards. We also had a very successful 

debt reduction campaign in which we showed our 

love not only for Trinity, but for God and all he has 

provided for us all. 
 

 

Yes, stewardship has lots of meanings to lots of 

people, but this time of year we must address the 

financial needs of our church.  
 

We began that process on Sunday, September 25,  

when we were all given a packet containing a letter,   

a stewardship booklet, an annual pledge card, and a   

debt reduction pledge card. We are providing the  

debt reduction card again this year for any members 

who did not have an opportunity to pledge last year 

or might want to adjust the pledge already made. 
 

Our annual pledge drive will conclude on October 

16, Pledge Sunday.  Please prayerfully consider 

your annual gift to God and Trinity and present 

your pledge to our Lord. 
         

        In Christ,  

        Mike Kimball 

        Stewardship Commission Chair  

http://www.explore.org/
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Trinity is happy to welcome Anita and Mike       

Delamore to our parish. The Delamores come to 

our area from Houston. In 2011 they built a new 

home in Barton Creek Lakeside although they have 

had a vacation home and another home in the Texas 

Hill Country since 2002.  
 

For you fashion-conscience women of the parish, it 

will interest you to know that Anita worked at a 

unique womenôs clothing and gift store in Spring 

for 37 years. It is called Fancy Pants and it sounds 

like a perfect store to get to know.     

Mike is an energy professional who, for the past 23 

years has worked for Forum Energy Technologies.  

Prior to that, he worked for Force Corporation and 

Oiltanking of Texas, both Houston companies. 

 

Earlier in his career, he was employed by Nix, 

Spencer, Herolz and Durham, AIA. Mike was born 

in Little Rock, Arkansas, and graduated from the 

University of Arkansas in 1972, with a degree in 

Architecture. Prior to entering college, he served in 

the United States Marine Corp. Anita was born in 

Houston and attended Kilgore Junior College. 

Anita and Mike are blessed with two children, Na-

talie, 36, lives in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and 

Douglas, 32, of Houston. They have 2             

grandchildren.  
 

Mike says his hobbies are golf and wine. With all 

the challenging golf courses and inviting wineries 

here in the Hill Country, he has found the perfect 

retirement community.  Anita is also an avid golf 

enthusiast and she enjoys sewing and cooking.   
 

 

The Delamores have always been Episcopalians. 

Their most recent church was Good Shepherd  

Episcopal Church of Kingwood.  Prior to that, they 

were members of St. Dunstanôs in Houston and Ho-

ly Comforter in Spring.  We are so delighted that 

the Delamores have chosen Trinity as their new 

church home.  Let us all welcome them and get to 

know them soon.   

Meet  New Parishioners Mike and Anita Delamore 
By Deanna Bradshaw 

Parishioners of all 

ages read names in 

observance of those 

who lost their lives on 

September 11, ten 

years ago. 

Remembrance Day, 2011 
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Kathy Kasparek has provided excellent leadership 

to Trinity for 28 years. When she came to Marble 

Falls in 1985, Trinity Chapel and Epiphany Chap-

el, Burnet, were known together as  St. Johnôs 

Episcopal Church. 
 

Immediately upon arrival, Kathy became the Youth 

Group Sponsor for Trinity and Epiphany combined 

with Disciples of Christ Presbyterian Church,   

Burnet, and served in this capacity for 13 years. 

She also taught youth confirmation classes and 

Sunday school. During this same period, she 

served 2 terms on Vestry, 1 year as Senior Warden 

and 5 years as clerk, and served on the Parish Life 

Committee. She was the first woman at Trinity to 

become a LEM and continues today wearing the 

same robes she wore from the first day. She   grad-

uated EfM in 2003, and currently, also serves as 

Lay Reader.  
 

Kathy became involved with the Parish Life      

Committee soon after she came to Trinity in 1985. 

In the early days, the Parish Life Committee           

established events such as Rally Day, Burning of 

the Greens, Flowering of the Cross, the Parish   

Picnic, a Summer Ice Cream Social and a Garden 

Group. The Garden Group was a favorite of 

Kathyôs. They would work on the little garden   

behind the church or make items for the Annual 

Bazaar, and their children would run around and 

play together outside. She also enjoyed getting  

together with members of St. Frederickôs and    

caroling to shut-ins and those in nursing homes. 
 

Kathyôs first job in Marble Falls was with the    

Crisis Center, during which time she served on the 

founding boards of both CASA and the Helping 

Center. She was also associated with the Highland 

Lakes Health Partnership. Her next job was with 

the Private Industry Council and she worked with 

at-risk high school students in Burnet and Marble 

Falls where she established a teen parenting      

program and served as committee chair for Boy 

Scouts. From there she became At-Risk              

Coordinator for Burnet Consolidated ISD. She 

moved from that position to Victory Publishing 

and is now an independent consultant. At one time, 

Kathy wrote grants that funded the Literacy   

Council to provide day  and night classes including 

literacy, family literacy, ESL and GED, along with 

child care. 
 

Kathyôs community service is quite extensive. She 

has served as president of the Burnet County     

Literacy Board. She was nominated for Woman of 

the Year in 1994 by the Burnet County Womenôs 

Forum and received the Texas Association of 

School Age Parenthood Award for 4 years from 

1996-1999. In 2002-2003, she was Rotarian of the 

Year. In 2006 she was President of the Marble 

Falls Rotary Club, received their Community    

Service Award and received a Service to Mankind 

Award from Seratoma. In 2008, she received the 

Community Builder Award from the Masonic 

Lodge and the Ambassador Award from the     

Marble Falls Chamber of Commerce. Currently, 

since 2007, she has served as chair of the Career & 

Technology Advisory Board at Marble Falls High 

School. 
 

Kathy says we all need to be a blessing. If we feel 

we do not have anything to offer others, then we 

need to be a blessing by being able to receive from 

them. Most likely, however, we do have much to 

offer and once God has given the task, all we have 

to do is step out in faith and it will happen. All that 

is needed for outreach is in the pews. So letôs all 

follow Kathyôs example and be blessings to others. 

Ministry and Outreach ChampionðKathy Kasparek 
By Mitzi Reneau 
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Rambling Revelations  
By Ashley Harper~Oberle  

 

I counseled someone last week who was down in 

the dumps. At some given moment in time we all 

have our issues: health, work, marriage, money, 

children, family...etc etc.  This person has been 

having trouble with her husband and finances and 

is angry with God about them both. I shared with 

her what I tell everyone, and the advice is always 

the same. Tell me what you are thankful for right 

now, this very moment. What are your blessings? 

What do you find in every day to that holds God's 

grace for you?  
 

She went into a plethora of questions about what I 

meant exactly, and then she listed by rote the 

things she should be thankful for... That wasn't 

exactly what I had in mind.  
 

When I look further, actually delve into the depths 

of my soul, there is not much to be sorrowful 

about.  To wake up and take a breath, to hear a ba-

by laugh, to see a Monarch butterfly, or a bird's 

nest, to know that we are a part of His world, not 

just visitors, to feel sand beneath my feet, to drink 

a perfect cabernet, to have running water, hands to 

hold, a roof over my head, happy children, puppy 

breath, wind whistling through the trees, rain... I 

could go on and on. These are the greatest of gifts.  
 

If you look around, if you are present in His  

Company, every moment becomes a gift. Every. 

Single. One. He made me. ME! I am an original. I 

am the only one. (I hear sighs of relief... Ha ha.)  
 

Which brings me to my point of this 'Rambling': I 

want to thank you. All of you. No matter what 

happens in my life, I am always thankful for  

Trinity and the people who make it my home. I am 

a different bird. A rare breed. I know this, and yet 

I am embraced and loved by you all. No one has 

ever doubted my conversations with Papa, or  

questioned my motivations behind the way I do 

things. No one has ever said I am crazy or that 

they hate the way I dress, or I talk too loud. I am 

constantly late and constantly apologetic and no 

one ever seems to mind. I have some different 

views on things, but everyone always hears me 

out...and though we may not agree, my opinions 

are respected. You let my children be who they are 

without exception. You embrace and love their 

differences and in doing so, you honor me and the 

way I parent them. You listen to me vent about my 

day and my troubles, you counsel and comfort me. 
 

There is never a shortage of arms to hold me up or 

hug my neck. I am always hearing the echoes of 

joy and laughter within it's walls. I have any   

number of people whom I might call if I need  an-

ything or nothing or just simply... 'contact'. Some 

of you I don't know well, but I've never   encoun-

tered a judging glance or anything other than a 

kind eye. I miss you when I am forced to be away 

and I am so refreshed upon my return.  
 

I entered Trinity's doors years ago with nothing 

but the hope of something. A church I could be 

myself in... A place that would feel like home and 

my children would enjoy. A place where I could 

think and feel and learn and question and 

love...and find peace. I found those things and so 

many more! That day and every day since, have 

been beautiful gifts given to me through my      

Father's consideration, and YOU.  
 

When I lay down to sleep, when I arise in the 

morning, as I go through my day- I am always 

with my Father and He always dwells within 

me...but I want you to know too, you are always 

with me, and I am always here for you. Today and 

every day. Thank you.  
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Devotionals from Annôs Garden 
By Ann Ragsdale  
 

In the beginning, God é We are all so familiar with the book of  Gen-

esis and the story of how God first planted a garden and then    creat-

ed Adam and Eve to live within it, ideally in perfect harmony with all 

their surroundings. Truly, time did begin in a garden.  

Sadly, we know too, following their disobedience to Godôs will, they 

were taken out of Eden and humanityôs relationship to it forever 

changed. Both the Old and New Testaments show the metaphors of 

the natural world, and the garden  remained the primary vehicle to describe both Godôs presence and the  

role of the spirit in human life. In Jeremiah, the planted garden becomes the symbol of enduring faith; in 

Isaiah, there is the planting of  cultivated trees in the wilderness which is the emblem of Godôs all present 

majesty and power. In Psalm 1, the righteous man is - like a tree planted by the rivers of water that 

bringeth forth his fruit in season; his life also shall not wither. 
 

Two of the events central to the story of Jesus take place in cultivated space - the Garden of Gethsemane 

and the garden where He is laid at the end. In a spiritually important metaphor, the resurrected Christ is  

mistaken for a gardener by Mary Magdalene. In the later Christian tradition, the garden, specifically the 

walled garden separate from the outside world, becomes a symbol of that first paradise lost as well as the 

new paradise promised in heaven.  
 

Shall we pray together?  
 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea, for the richness                 

of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. Thank you, Lord, for    

our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and the friends here with us today. For minds to think, 

hearts to love, and hands to serve, we thank you, Lord. Grant us the gift of your spirit that we may know 

Christ and make Him known, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

A Freezing Summer! 

Hopefully, you were able to participate in the Adult Forum Sunday, September 25, and learn all about 

Berylôs Alaskan adventures. We will all have another opportunity to hear about her mission trip during 

the Adult Forum at 9:15am on Sunday, October 9. Donôt miss it! 


