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January 2012 

Trinityôs Mission: To follow Christ through the ministries of worship, education, and service. 

Trinity Trumpet 

2012 Parish Meeting 

Our Annual Parish meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012. On that Sunday we will have one 

service only at 10:00 a.m. The Annual Parish meeting will convene immediately following the service. 

Please plan to be in church that Sunday as we will hear reports on the state of Trinity and conduct the 

business necessary for our life together. We will also be approving a new election 

procedure and voting for new vestry members. 

 

Nominees for Vestry 
By Penny Miller 

Three new vestry members will be elected at the parish meeting on January 22, after 

the 10:00 service. The nominees for 2012 Vestry are as follows: Mary Ashcroft, 

Judy Bailey, Tony Koby, Jim Marquess, and Dianna Walton. Below you will find a 

brief summary of their gifts shared with our Lord at Trinity and other churches. If 

you know them, you really acknowledge the word ñbriefò because each and every 

one continues to say ñyesò when asked to do something for Trinity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mary Ashcroft  

Organized the Daughters of the King order at Trinity and has been a very active 

force in its ministry. Part of the Community of Hope for several years, and co-

facilitates several womenôs Bible studies at Trinity. She has served as a Lay Eu-

charistic Minister for many years, sings in the choir, and serves on Communica-

tions commission and Worship commission. In her free time, she quilts and be-

longs to quilting groups and is currently the Membership Secretary at Trinity. 

Judy Bailey 

Member of the Parish Life commission, serving as co-coordinator of the Spring 

Picnic, a member of the Saintly Stitchers, who have made all the ornaments on 

the Christmas tree and the work in progress of our needlepoint kneelers. In ad-

dition she serves as Lector. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Tony Koby 

At Trinity, Tony has served as an usher and counter, works with the Steward-

ship commission, and was an active member of the Debt Reduction committee. 

At Holy Spirit in Houston, Tony ushered, served on the Stewardship commit-

tee, and served 3 terms on the foundation committee, serving as President the 

last year. 

Dianna Walton 

Dianna has served in numerous jobs at two churches named Trinity, one in Bay-

town and Trinity in Marble Falls. In Baytown, Dianna was Christian Education Di-

rector, taught Sunday school, co-facilitated Community of Hope, Pastoral Care, 

chaired the Worship committee, and the Volunteer coordinator. She volunteered in 

the office, participated in numerous Bible studies, book clubs, and sang in the con-

temporary choir. At Trinity Marble Falls, she continues participating in Pastoral 

Care commission, Daughters of the King, Education for Ministry, the Debt Reduc-

tion committee, and singing in the choir. 

Jim Marquess 

Serves as usher and host at both services, Outreach commission, Steward-

ship Commission and will be 2012 Stewardship Chairman. In addition he 

is a participant and mentor of the Catalyst Project initiated to help young 

entrepreneurs strengthen their business skills. He served on the Debt Re-

duction committee.  

These five people have graciously agreed to serve as the 2012-2014 vestry class if elected. As you can see they 

all are highly qualified and any three will be outstanding members. Choose three to receive your votes and 

thank everyone for agreeing to be nominated and to serve our Lord at Trinity 

Annual Parish Meeting - Sunday, January 22, 2012 

Our Annual Parish meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012. On that Sunday we will have one ser-

vice only at 10:00 a.m. The Annual Parish meeting will convene immediately following the service. Please 

plan to be in church that Sunday as we will hear reports on the state of Trinity and conduct the business neces-

sary for our life together. 
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ñSing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all 

the whole earth.ò  

These words from Psalm 96 are very appropriate 

for this time of year.  They were read at our Christ-

mas Eve services, as we celebrated God renewing 

His creation through the incarnation of His son, 

Jesus Christ.  These beautiful verses celebrate the 

power of God to make all things new, and our re-

sponse of praise and thanksgiving to God for the 

marvelous things he has done. 

These words also resonate with us as we begin a 

new calendar year.  We sing to the Lord a new 

song, a song of 2012, as we start off a new year 

with a clean slate, and make resolutions for our-

selves, seeking ways in which we might better live 

our lives more closely in accord with Godôs will 

for us.  This is a great time to pause, reflect upon 

ways in which we might become better disciples of 

Jesus Christ, and make simple New Yearôs resolu-

tions to help us to live into that discipleship. 

According to a Psychology Today article, the most 

common New Years resolutions are losing weight, 

exercising, and quitting smoking.  Other popular 

resolutions include managing debt, saving money, 

getting a better job or education, reducing stress, 

traveling more, and volunteering. 

These are all worthy resolutions, especially when 

considered as expressions of good Christian stew-

ardship.  Health and fitness all have to do with the 

stewardship of our bodies, these temples with 

which God has en-

trusted us.  Money has 

to do with financial 

stewardship. Jobs, edu-

cation, travel, and vol-

unteering have to do 

with stewardship of our 

time and our talent. 

In case youôre looking 

for other New Years 

resolutions, here are a 

few suggestions of 

mine:  Resolve to spend more time in prayer, or to 

attend worship more frequently.  Resolve to spend 

more time studying Holy Scripture, or theology, or 

church history.  Resolve to find new ways to be 

active here at Trinity through one of our commis-

sions. These are all ways in which we can deepen 

our relationship with God, a relationship which 

strengthens us in our daily Christian lives. 

As we celebrate Godôs renewing power in our 

lives, and embark upon a brand new year, making 

New Yearôs resolutions, may we all put God at the 

center of those resolutions.  Christian stewardship 

extends to every aspect of our lives, and good New 

Years resolutions can play a role in making us bet-

ter stewards of the time, talents, and treasures with 

which God has entrusted us.  Happy New Year! 

Blessings, 

Dave 

From the Rector 
By Reverend David Sugeno 

Pastoral Care Presentation 
By Pam Rodgers 

The Pastoral Care Commission invites you to attend a presentation on the aging brain presented by Chris 

Dalton, a well known counselor in the Marble Falls area with a practice that includes working with the 

elderly. He is our guest speaker on Tuesday, January 24th, from 4:00 - 5:00 pm, at the church.  
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Q & A on Election Procedures 
By Penny Miller 

Q:  When will the election for Vestry be held? 

A:  Vestry elections will occur at the Annual Parish Meeting on January 

22nd.   On that date, we will also vote on a resolution regarding our parish 

election procedures. 

Q:  Why are we voting on our election procedures? 

A:  According to the canons of the diocese, ñThe number and manner of 

electing the [vestry] shall be determined from time to time by the Parish at the annual Parish Meetingò.  

As it has been quite some time since this has been done here at Trinity, we feel that now is a good time to 

clarify and vote on our election procedures. 

Q:  How will information be received about candidates and their qualifications? 

A:  There is a brief bio of each candidate in the current Trumpet. 

Q:  What are the important points of the procedure we will vote on in January? 

A:  You must be present in order to vote for the elective offices.  (In the past you would have received a 

mail ballot at home and you were to return it to the office.)  There will be NO nominations from the floor 

and voting will be done by SECRET WRITTEN ballot.  With the highly qualified nominees more than 

one ballot may be required. 

Q:  What are the qualifications for the nominees?   

A:  Any person running for vestry must be able to subscribe to the following declaration: ñI am per-

suaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all doctrine required as necessary for eternal salvation through 

faith in Jesus Christ; and I accede to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Protestant Episcopal 

Churchò.  

Q:  Who is qualified to vote in the vestry election? 

A:  ñMen and women at least 16 years of age, who are enrolled confirmed communicants in good stand-

ing of the Parish, are entitled to vote for members of the Vestry and upon all questions requiring the ac-

tion of the Congregationé.ò 

Q:  In the past, we elected these people in October.  Why move the election to January this year? 

A:  Most parishes elect vestries at their annual parish meeting in January.  We are going back to this 

process in part because it is the norm, in part because it is cleaner and less complicated. 

Q:  What if I cannot attend the Annual Parish meeting?  How may I participate in the election process?  

A:  Unfortunately, only those present at the Annual Parish Meeting will be able to vote.   

Q: If I still have questions, who may I talk to about the procedures? 

A:  Please talk to any vestry member, the senior warden, Penny Miller, or the rector, Rev. Dave. 

Beth Moore Bible Study 
By Mary Ashcroft 

"Stepping Up: A Journey Through the Psalms of Ascent" - a Bible study of Psalms 120-134. Traveling pilgrims 

sang these psalms both on the way to the great festivals of the LORD and as key elements of the worship at those 

festivals. This new seven-week Beth Moore study will begin Tuesday, February 7, at 1:00 pm. Workbook cost is 

$14.00. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hallway. Mary Ashcroft and Lucia Gurley, facilitators. 
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Do you enjoy visiting with others?  Or perhaps you 

might enjoy helping others with arts and crafts, 

knitting, playing bingo, going on walks, or giving 

manicures?  The Ministry and Outreach Commis-

sion is excited to announce a new ministry of vol-

unteering at Granite Mesa Health Center.  There 

are opportunities for individuals, couples, and 

families, and no prior experience is necessary.  In 

general, volunteers will focus on visiting non-

parishioners, as the Pastoral Care Commission at-

tends to parishioner visits.   

You are invited to prayerfully consider whether 

you are interested in giving your time to help older 

adults living at the Center.  Older adults at the Cen-

ter often do not have many visitors and can become 

lonely.  Not only will you help older adults feel 

cared for and valued, but you may find your own 

life enriched as well.   

The Granite Mesa Health Center is conveniently 

located at 1401 Max Copeland Drive in Marble 

Falls, just behind Home Depot.  It serves short-

term residents who are recuperating from illness or 

surgery, as well as residents who live there perma-

nently.   

Granite Mesa offers a wide range of activities that 

offer you a chance to use your gifts and talents to 

help others:  visiting residents in their rooms, tak-

ing them for wheelchair rides, helping with arts and 

crafts, helping with knitting and crochet classes, 

assisting with bingo and other games, helping with 

special events, conducting Bible study, giving 

manicures.  For visits with individual residents, we 

recommend that two parishioners visit a resident 

together (two-with-one visitation).  If you choose 

two-on-one visiting, the Granite Mesa Activity Di-

rector Chris Tilley, will introduce you to the resi-

dent(s) and give you background information about 

the people you will visit.  You can choose your 

partner and make it a fun, and meaningful, interac-

tion for all. 

Activities are available during weekdays, week-

nights, Saturday and Sunday to accommodate your 

schedule.  To be fair to residents and to Granite 

Mesa staff, the facility asks that volunteers commit 

to be present at a specific timeðñbe consistent, 

dependable, and on timeò.  Of course, the staff rec-

ognizes vacations and other needs.  Just call the 

Activity Director in advance if you will not be able 

to come at the time you select. 

To prepare for this ministry, training will be avail-

able.  To protect us and safeguard the residents, we 

will take ñSafeguarding Godôs People.ò  This three-

hour training is available through Epiphany Episco-

pal Church in Burnet.  It is similar to Safeguarding 

Godôs Children but is focused on adults. Additional 

training on maintaining personal boundaries will be 

available at Trinity. The Granite Mesa Activity Di-

rector will conduct an orientation to the facility be-

fore you begin service.   

If you have some concerns, perhaps you would like 

to ñcheck it outò by going to Granite Mesa and 

look around to see if volunteering there might be a 

good fit for you.  Or, you might try it a few times 

and see if you would like to continue.  If it works 

for you, then you can take the ñSafeguarding Godôs 

Peopleò training.  If this ministry is not for you, 

thatôs OK.  There is no obligation.   

If you are interested, a sign up sheet for participat-

ing in the Granite Mesa ministry will be posted on 

the bulletin board. If you would like more informa-

tion, please contact Madeleine Manigold at 

830.693.7146 or at mandeman@tstar.net. 

Volunteering at Granite Mesa Health Center 
By Madeleine Manigold 

Photo from Granite Mesa Health Center activity 

room. See anyone you know? Learn more about 

the facility and check their amazing website here. 

http://www.asistacorp.com/8/Granite_Mesa.htm
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Trinityôs Giving Fair 

Above: Alma Lahmon (Executive Director of High-

land Lakes Family Crisis Center) with George 

Miller. 

Above Right: Becky Fox from Seton-Care-A-Van 

and Pam Rodgers. 

Right: Sue Kennedy from the Helping Center with 

Joyce Fisher. 

Ministry and Outreach Christmas Presentations 

Above Left: Herb Lewis presents a check to Court Ap-

pointed Special Advocates (CASA.) - Kevin Virdell 

(Treasurer), Herb, and  Sue Thornton (Executive Direc-

tor.).  Above: Ginny Wortham presents a check to Seton 

Care-A-Van - Kathy Kasparek, Madeleine Manigold, 

Chandra Irvin (nurse practioner), Ginny, Rev. Dave, and 

Becky Fox (chair of fundraising.) Left: Ginny Worham 

presents a check to the Hill Country Child Advocacy 

Center - Rev. Dave, Pam Rodgers, Ginny, Kathy Kas-

parek, Ronda Hostetter (Executive Director), and Paul 

Nelson (board president and Burnet Chief of Police.) 
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Rambling Revelations 
By Ashley Harper-Oberle 

Here it is, a new year once again. I must admit, it 

feels as if the last one blew by on the tail of a great 

comet. Time does indeed play tricks on me. I am 

constantly amazed how Papa bends time to suit 

His purposes and show His wonder.  

I reiterate my stand on resolutions. What good is it 

to make a promise one day that you have no inten-

tion of keeping the next? No good, I tell you. 

Here's what I do know for certain: there is always 

time for a second chance.  

Several years ago when we first moved to Horse-

shoe Bay, we bought a rather large picnic table to 

put out back for the boys to do their crafts and for 

us to have summer suppers out of doors. (I love to 

dine outside whenever possible- commune with 

nature, hear the symphony of life, feel God's 

breath.)  

As I was cleaning the table, I noticed a rather large 

cocoon nestled on the underside of the table. It 

was a beautiful sight and I immediately willed the 

creature forming inside to live. It was past the sea-

son for butterflies and all my internet research 

concluded the cocoon was probably no longer vi-

able.  

I remained optimistic. I checked on him daily, 

never daring to touch him. Finally, several weeks 

later after I'd exhausted all my avenues and it be-

gan to get cold late in the evening and the early 

morn, I brought him in.  

I provided in a butterfly habitat the appropriate 

plants, liquids and food. Nothing. I watched and 

waited. Still nothing. Upset by the loss, but still 

awestruck by the beauty of this creation, I put it 

(Where else..?) on the refrigerator held gently with 

a "chip clip" magnet.  

Life went on as usual. The kitchen in our home 

being the central hub of all activity. We opened 

and closed the freezer and refrigerator, we laughed 

and talked, I cooked meals that warmed the 

kitchen and filled the air with glorious aromas, I 

made school lunches and French toast on Sundays 

and worked the NY Times crossword, we read 

books and did homework, we danced and sang, we 

loved...  

One morning as I 

reached into the ice-

box for the cream, I 

noticed the slightest 

movement out of 

the corner of my 

eye. So small I 

thought I'd imag-

ined it. I looked up 

and saw the most 

dazzling sight: a 

Monarch butterfly, 

alive and well-attached to the chip clip. He was 

regal and perfect and I was absolutely amazed. He 

had thrived and been born without anything other 

than the love shared in our kitchen.  

When the boys arrived home that afternoon, I 

showed them our lovely new family member. 

They were overwhelmed and overjoyed about this 

new development. They decided immediately we 

needed to let him go, right then and outside, so 

that he could begin his new life as soon as possi-

ble.  

We carefully let that delicate creature go as the 

sun was setting in the sky. He was unsure at first, 

flying low to the ground and circling our heads. 

As the wind filled his wings, he at once found his 

spirit and his strength. He erupted high in the sky 

and his colors shone as rare jewels on a beautiful 

canvas as he began his journey. This was his sec-

ond chance. From picnic table to refrigerator to 

sweet freedom.  

We all make mistakes no matter how good our 

intentions. I know we all get hurt, and frankly, I 

know we all cause hurt as well. I know bad things 

happen to good people and vice versa. We are hu-

man. We make mistakes. The only thing to say in 

such situations is "forgive and forget". This is hard 

sometimes. When someone hurts us we want to 

hurt them back. It's natural. When someone 

wrongs us we want to make it right. But without 

forgiveness things are never settled. Hurts will 

never heal.  

So here's my suggestion:  

It's a new year. Maybe last year wasn't so hot, or 

(Continued on page 8) 
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maybe 1974 was a terrible year for you. Perhaps 

in kindergarten you kicked dirt in someone's eye, 

or in college you cheated on a term paper. Maybe 

in high school you broke up with your girlfriend 

to date the popular cheerleader... Or maybe you 

WERE the cheerleader and you didn't care? 

Maybe you broke the law? Or your parent's 

hearts? Maybe you got a divorce or gave away an 

animal because it was too much 'trouble'...  

Perhaps a homeless man asked you for money and 

you scowled at him? Maybe you never made it to 

your son's football game or your daughter's thea-

ter debut? Maybe you yelled when you should 

have been silent? Or maybe you never listened at 

all...  

Maybe you washed your hands so you didn't have 

to get them dirty and maybe later you heard the 

wracking sobs of a mother who knew she was los-

ing her son, and it was then you knew you'd sent 

the Messiah to his death.  

Whatever it is or was, it's not too late to right a 

wrong. It never is... God's love is His promise to 

us that it will never be too late. It's such a simple 

gift and we try to make it SO complicated.  

So in this new year, forgive. If you can, for-

get...and if you want to live a life worthy of for-

giveness, be kinder than necessary. Love thy 

neighbor. Love thyself. Look out of your eyes as 

God might, see what He sees and let the magic 

and wonder of that touch all that you do... Not 

just on New Year's Day, but always.  

Happy New Forgiveness, my friends. God bless 

us, every one.  

(Continued from page 7) 

Advent Soiree 

Above Left: Soiree organizers Sandra Landis and 

Ann Ragsdale. 

Above: Carl Ragsdale and Beryl Kenney 

Left: Ann and Sandra organized a very pleasant way 

to observe Advent, but a big thanks to everyone who 

contributed food for the soiree. 
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Devotionals from Annôs Garden 
By Ann Ragsdale  

(Ann has given us permission to reprint portions of her gardening journal which was 

originally published a number of years ago.) 

Every branch in me that bears fruit the Father prunes ï that it 

may bear more fruit. 

The Gospel of John teaches us a lesson about pruning, which 

comes in handy this time of year. The dormant winter months of 

January and February find me out in the garden pruning trees. Oh, 

by the way, do you know the best time to plant a tree? Ten years 

ago! Pruning trees is hard work. It isnôt hauling out the ladder, 

saw, and other tools that challenge me the most.  It is making the 

cuts. These lovely berries from two of my trees, the possum haw 

and the tallow berry, represent fruit which sprung from a couple of the most productive limbs on the trees 

last year. Does that seem fair to you? Cutting off the very limbs that bore the most fruit last year doesnôt 

seem like a just reward. 

It is a faith thing. Pruning takes a lot of faith. So I grab that saw, take 

a long breath, and off it comes. 

Later when spring arrives ð there it is. The miracle of new growth 

é abundant and more than I could ask for or imagine! 

As we read the fifteenth chapter of John, we see how important bear-

ing new fruit is in the mind and teaching of our Lord. I see this as being successful or 

productive as we look to fulfill Godôs plans for our lives. A big part of that success is 

pruning those dead branches.  

Do you have something that needs to be pruned?  

Do you need to retool, restyle, or update your Christian efforts?   

Do you need to reeducate yourself in current technology?  

Keep growing or start dying. Faith requires tough pruning. Our Lord wants us to believe in those yet un-

born branches. 

Shall we pray together ? 

Oh, God, give us the courage to say good-bye to the old that needs to be buried and to do so with dig-

nity. In the days to come let us begin each day with a prayer of praise and thanksgiving for the new 

fruits yet to be born within us. May Godôs direction, protection, and promise be with each of us as we 

grow where we are planted. 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for lead-

ing us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 

Bless us now and these thy gifts which we receive in Christôs Holy name. Amen. 
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 A Note From the Library  
By Ashley Harper-Oberle 

If you have had reason to be in the Trinity library 

lately, you have no doubt noticed that all the books 

have been reorganized and recatalogued. I have 

been told this has eased navigation and helped the 

aesthetics within it's walls as well. 

I am working to get the permanent labels made for 

each section and will hopefully have those com-

pleted around the first of the new year.  

Lots of kind folks call about donating books, others 

simply bring them by the library for donation. Our 

library is a learning Christian library. Books deal-

ing with religious subject matter are welcome. I 

welcome all donations of this kind. It is however, 

under the discretion of the rector and the librarian 

which books are approved and included on the 

shelves. Some religious books are just not appro-

priate for our church library. If you donate a book 

and do not see it on our shelves, please ask me and 

I'll be more than happy to talk to you about it. 

Also, before you donate, you might check the 

shelves for duplicates of the book you wish to do-

nate. We simply do not have shelf space (at this 

time) for multiple duplicates.    

Secular books: novels, romances, travel books, etc, 

need not be donated to the Trinity library. Books of 

that vein do not belong in our library. I am sure the 

public library would love to have them!  

What we do need in the Trinity library is books on 

philosophy, comparative religion, religious history 

and the like... If you have questions about any 

books you think you may want to donate, or gen-

eral (or specific) questions about books in the li-

brary,  please do not hesitate to ask me via email: 

zendaughter@gmail.com or call: 512.809.5437, or 

just grab me at church. I look forward to seeing you 

in the library soon!  

Christmas Elves at Work 

From left to right: Lee Dernehl - Smiles and Bows. Center: The things they don't tell you about in seminary; 

Bob Link - Building a wreath A big thank you to these elves for decorating our church for Christmas. 

[photos and captions by Beryl Kenney] 

Special Thank You 

Special thanks to our ñguestò musician David Horner, who provided beautiful guitar 

music and singing at both Christmas Eve services, Christmas morning, as well as 

Sunday, January 1.  Davidôs generosity with his time and his talents greatly enriched 

our worship during the Christmas season.  Thanks, David!  


